
mesmerism, the co ncen tra ted  and purified essence, so to 
«poak, of tlie m agnetic  forces of N a tu re  in th e ir  crude 
and unrefined s ta te . •

"  E very  liv ing  body” —w rites Mons. Cazenouve— “ is 
an e lec trical and maguefcical ap p ara tu s  w ith functions 
under atm ospheric influence— tho reservoir of the two 
electricities. A m pere has proved it. . . Tho habitual 
function of tho muscles has to bo a ttr ib u te d  to  the  effect 
produced by a cu rren t the  fountain head  of which is none 
o ther than our w i l l . ”

Now “ M. E d a rd , a veritable hum an torp illa , finds in 
himself the  elem ents which furnish him w ith the means of 
producing a well regu la ted  vibration to the  degree th a t is 
needed, in the  a lready  v ib ra ting  organism  and  the 
m aterials which com pose his electro-m agnetic ap p a ra 
tu ses........” One can im agine the results th a t can bo pro
duced by th e  in te lligen t guidance o f th e  m agneto-electric 
curren ts. One of the  most curious of his experim ents is 
th a t of the so-called “ dry ba th— ” an invention of M r. 
Edard.

A  vast room in his house a t Passy (near P aris), 22, P u e  
Dubare, th a t any one can visit, is devoted specially to this 
operation. A  large autom atical arm  chair, is the chief 
olectro-m agnetic appara tus in the  experim ent and  of an 
enormous power. The patien ts under trea tm en t aro
placed in i t ........ Insu lated  by four g lass cups and  a th in
layer of g u ttapercha  from tho floor, the  arm  chair rests  on 
a carpet covering 1419 sheaths of canvas filled w ith  
the oxyidized ore of m agnetic iron. Tho arm  chair fu r
nished inside w ith a m echanism  of 36 spools and  arm a
tures of soft iron, finds itself a t  a given m om ent under the  
influence of a m agnetic cu rren t produced by five elem ents 
(the g rea t model of a “  Gaiffo-pile” w ith a basis of b i
chrom ate of potassium ). The hea t d isengaged  by tho 
arm -chair s trongly  disposes th e  pa tien t to receive tho 
special electro-atm ospheric action proceeding from the 
d isengagem ent of the ozone* g enera ted  by a pow erful 
statical m achine of Oltz, placed in sim ultaneous com
m unication w ith the  sheaths th a t cover an  area  of 24 
square m etres of the  floor. In  th is pa rticu la r s ta te  of 
chemical activ ity , the oxygen acquires physiological p ro
perties th a t  ac t d irectly  upon tho organism  in sur- 
exciting its  functions.

Ozone, as every one well know s, exists w herever there  
is an active vegetation, as in tho fields, tho  forests, etc., 
whereas th ere  is a considerable dim inution of it  in towns. 
Thus an  artificial atm osphere  im pregna ted  w ith oxygen 
is being  created  and m ust a c t beneficially upon tho 
patien ts  who are dying  for the  need of i t . .. “  Thus Mr. 
E dard  bathos him self and  his pa tien ts  in th is  life-resto r
ing  atm osphere, sa tu ra tes him self w ith  tho effluvia all 
charged w ith ozone I and thanks to tho  reactive force 
w ith w hich ho him self is endowed, he excites a sim ilar 
reaction in his su b jec t........”

"  A nother statical m achine of C arre, is som etim es
placed in com m unication w ith  the  p a tie n t........  N o th ing
bo curious as to w itness M r. E d a rd ’s experim en ts, during  
tho evening in dark . The whole room appears lite ra lly  
on fire ; operator and  p a tien t, arm -chair and  floor, are 
flashing with thousands of b rillian t sparks. U nder M r. 
E d a rd ’s hand, the  liv ing ba tte ry , tho  hair of those presen t, 
lik e  luminous rays seem moved to and  fro by a gentle  
breeze, stand ing  on end and  being  low ered in tu rn , while 
u nder the  feet of the  persons p resen t move in lum inifer- 
ous do ts innum erable sparks and  crack ing  sc in tilla s ...”

T he m agnetic  iron ore used in his appara tus is b rou g h t 
from M adagascar, from N aples, from  the  banks of the 
R hine, and from  two places in F rance, Puy-en-V elay and 
Boulac. B u t M. E dard  accords preference to tho ore 
from the last-m entioned place, a lthough i t  is charged  w ith 
a quartzose sand rendering  it difficult of purification.

I t  is an  established fac t in science th a t  all m agnetic  
.iron, w hether artificial or na tu ra l, loses its m agnetism  
when exposed to a very h igh  tem pera tu re  or w hen more

•O iy g cn  in nn active or  h ighly  electro-negativo atato, as  explained b y  
Faraday.— Sd,

or less oxydized. B u t M. E d a rd  has found out a process 
— the secret of w hich he keeps to him self— by which no 
elevation of tem pera tu re  nor oxydisation can destroy the 
m agnetism  of the  m ineral iu pow der th a t he uses in h ii 
tubes, so th a t this p ro p erty  renders liis electro-m agnetic 
appliances m ore enduring  and valuable than  those which 
we have seen advertised  elsewhere.

W e conclude th is sho rt notice of the Professor’s appli
ances by draw ing  the  a tten tio n  of our readers to an in te
resting  experim ent described  by M. L. de Cazeneuve 
made of tho vivifying efficacy of this m agnetic m ineral 
powder. A n orange tree  200 years old having a g irth  
of nearly  18 feet was found to bo sluggish in grow th and 
losing its  v ita lity , p resag ing  to ta l ruin and  death . M. 
E dard  adm inistered  to it  a dose of 250 gra ins of hiu 
pow der and in a short timo the tree  gradually  resum ed 
its  original v ita lity , and  recovered its norm al sta te  of 
v igour and fruitfulness. This experim ent thus establishes, 
nay corroborates, tho fac t th a t anim al life and  p lan t 
lifo aro identical in the m ain and aro bu t different phase* 
of th a t m ysterious V ital Forco th a t porvades and  vibrate* 
th rou g h o u t the  whole universe.

Wo would strong ly  advise those of onr readers who 
suffer from diseases pronounced incurable by th e ir  blessed, 
learned physicians, whose god is allopathy and them selves 
its p rophets, to  try  th e  new apparatuses. They are 
extrem ely cheap aud  can be had for a few rupees.

[Tho M anager of this Jo u rna l will be m ost happy to ren
der services in th a t  d irection to whomsoever may need 
them .]

--------- »  . ..

K A R M A .

(A n  A ppend ix  to Fragm ents o f Occult T ru th .)

W i t h  reference to a ten e t in ono of the F ra g m m ts o f  
Occult T ru th , a respected  m em ber of our Society— N. 
I). K .— w rites to enquire “ W hat K arm a propels th$ 
higher Ego in to  the next b irth ,” when “ a highly depraved 
personality  is dropped ou t.”

A t the ou tse t it may be well to repea t again  w hat has 
been already so often s ta ted , nam ely, th a t the  Fragm ents 
being bu t fragm en tary  and  incomplete, m ust go on exh i
b itin g  difficulties and  even apparent discrepancies until 
the whole doctrino concerning tho a fte r-s ta te  of the  Ego 
is thoroughly  m astered . B u t studen ts w ith a tolerable 
am ount of in tu itive  perception  havo had  enough of ph ilo 
sophy given them , to  cnablo the  m ore advanced Ones to 
w ork out many a detail : especially if they  live the lifo 
which clears the  inner vision. Few  of these can be given 
in a publication th a t roaches tho outsider as well as the  
s tuden t of occultism . T here  are secrets of in itia tion  th a t 
i t  is im possible to  com m unicate prom iscuously to th* 
w orld a t largo, for it  would am ount to th row ing  m any n 
m ind into a direful confusion, unless the whole doctrino 
is explained ; and  th is  no ad ep t or even advanced neo
phyte  would consent to do a t  th is  stage  of the  teaching. 
B u t th is pa rticu la r tene t hav ing  been already outlined, 
thoro is no fu rth e r necessity  of rem aining silent with 
reg ard  to th is special detail.

The readers of Ool. O lco tt’s Buddhist Catechism  may 
woll recall here w ith ad van tage  the  following very sug
gestive passages (pages 54 and  55) :—

“ ........In  each b irth  th e  personality  differs from  th a t of
the  previous or nex t succeeding b irth . K arm a, tho deu* 
ex m achina, m asks (or shall wo say reflects ?) itself now 
in tho personality  of a sage, again as an  a rtisan , and so 
on th roughout the  s tr in g  of b irths. B ut though person
alities ever sh ift, tho one line of life along w hich they 
are  s tru n g  liko beads, runs unb ro k en ........”

A longside w ith tho above quotation should bo p u t tho 
following from  the Fragm ents o f Occult Truth, No. 1 (Octo
b er Theosophist, Vol. I l l ,  No. 1, page 19, col. 2) :—

“ ........The timo will come, no doubt, bu t many step*
h igher on the ladder, when the Ego will regain  its con
sciousness of all its  p ast stages of existence........”



I f  the enqu irer will realise the  real m eaning of these 
two quotations, he will have the  key  to  a co rrect under
stand ing  of the  question as to w hat K arina  propels the 
h igher Ego in to  the nex t b irth ,w hen  even tha*; of a highly  
depraved personality  is dropped out, to g e th e r w ith the 
personal soul th a t  weaved it out. I t  will be clear from 
these p assages th a t the individuality  or the  sp iritual 
monad is a  th read  upon which are s tru n g  various person
alities. E ach  personality leaves its own— the h igher 
sp iritua l— im pressions upon the  divine Ego, the  consci
ousness of w hich re tu rns a t a certain  s tage  of its p ro
gress, oven th a t  of the  h igh ly  depraved soul th a t had  to 
perish in thp end. The reason for it becomes self-evident, 
if one reflects th a t however crim inal and  lost to every 
glim m er of a h ig h er feeling, no hum an soul is ye t born 
u tterly  depraved, and th a t there  was a time du ring  Iho 
youth of the  sinful hum an personality  when it  had 
w orked out some kind or o th e r of K a r m a ; and  th a t it is 
this th a t survives and  form s the basis of the  K arm a  to 
come. To m ake it clearer, le t us suppose th a t A  lives to 
th a t age when a  person becomes an ad u lt and begins to 
bloom fully into life. N o m an, how ever vicious his 
natural tendency, becomes so a t once. H e has had th e re 
fore tim e to evolve a K arm a, however fa in t and  insignifi
cant. L et us fu rther im agine th a t a t  the  age of eigh teen  
or tw enty  A  begins to  give way to  vice and thus g ra d u 
ally loses the rem otest connection w ith his h ig h er princi
ple. A t th ir ty  or say forty , he dies. Now, tho personality  
of A  between fifteen and  tw enty  is as little  the  personal
ity of A  from tw enty to  th ir ty , as though  it  were quito 
ano ther man. Even th e  physiologists divide the  physical 
personality into stages of seven, and  show m an chang ing  
atom s to the  last, every seven years. The sam e w ith the 
inner man. The fifth princip le of the  sensual, h igh ly  
depraved m an, may and  will perish, while tlio K arm a  of 
his youth , though  no t s tro n g  and  com plete enough to 
socure for him a bliss in Devachan and  union w ith liis 
h igher p rincip le— is y e t sufficiently outlined to allow the 
monad a g rasp  on it fo r tho nex t reb irth . On the  o ther 
hand  we are tau g h t th a t  it  so happens som etim es th a t 
the K arm a  of a personality  is not fully w orked out in the 
b irth  th a t follows. L ife is m ade up of accidents, and  tho 
personality  th a t becom es may be h indered  by  circum 
stances from receiving th e  full due its  K arm a  is en titled  
to , w hether for good or for bad. B u t th e  Law  of R e trib u 
tion will never allow itself to  be cheated  by  b lind  chance. 
There is th en  a provision to  be m ade, and  tho accounts 
th a t could no t be se ttled  in  one b ir th  will be squared  in 
the succeeding one. Tho portion  of the  sum -total which 
could no t be sum m ed up on one colum n is carried  fo r
w ard to  the  following. F o r verily  the  m any lives of ' 
an individual monad wero well com pared in the  F rag
ments to the  pages of an  account book — t h e  B o o k  o p  

L i f e  or— L ivos....
O ut of theso im pressions, then , w hich constitu te  the 

K arm a of th e  youth , is evolved the  new personality . 
Our botanical friends m ay know  th a t  the  croton p lan t 
evolves out of itself another p lan t, when tho  one already  
evolved dies out or w ithers away. N atu re  m ust always 
progress, and  each fresh a ttem p t is more successful than  
the  previous one. T his fresh evolution is due to  tho 
la ten t po ten tia lity  of life it  has w ith in  itself. In  tho 
same m anner, a lthough one particu la r personality  may 
be so fa r depraved as to  be en tire ly  dissociated from tho 
•p iritual monad and go iuto the  eighth  sphere, whero 
annihilation is its  lot, ye t tho im pressions of tho p rev i
ous personalities upon tho h ig h e r Ego have in thom  
poten tia lity  enough to  evolve a  new physical E go , liko 
the croton p lan t. The connection between a m an’s 
spiritual monad and the succession of physical Egos w ith 
which it  is tem porarily  associated, has been, some where 
in these columns, com pared to the  retrospective glanco 
of a m an on some past period of his earth ly  existence. 
W hile review ing ia  his memory his work day by  day—■ 
those days on which he d id  n o th ing  of any im portance 
and passed idly away, hav ing  left no im pression on his 
iaind, m ust be, aud are to him , like  a  perfec t b lank . No

consciousness th a t  he had  passed such days rem ains 
there. In  the  same m anner, the  Ego when a t the  end of 
its long p ilgrim age will regain  consciousness of those 
personalities only w hich have m ade a sufficiently s tro n g  
sp iritua l, hence indelible, m ark on the m onad, while the 
m em ory of the  conscions acts of the  particu la r depraved 
personality  w hich goes to the eigh th  sphere will be en tire ly  
obliterated .

I t  m ay then  be u rged  w hat stim ulus is there  fo r a 
man to be good and  pure, if his spiritual monad is an y  
how to p rogress ? This is no doubt a side issue b u t a 
very im p o rtan t one. I t  m ust not be discussed how ever 
a t  th is s tag e  of our w riting .

' ----- ■»— ■ ■
“ E S O T E R IC  B U D D H IS M .” .

w M !{; f '  R  SlNNETT> F - T - s . ,  au tho r of "  the  Occult 
W orld ,’ has in the  press of M essrs. T rubuor aud Co. a new 
volume of A siatic  Esotericisin , to which he gives tho 
above title , an d  w hich is destined  to create a m uch 
widei in te ie s t even th an  his o ther work. I ts  g rea t novel-' 
ty  consists in its  being an exposition of certa in  tenets of 
th e  secret doctrino  of T ibetan  B uddhism — th a t of the  
A rlia ts which, as our readers know, is bu t ano ther nam e 
for the “ W orld  R elig ion”  or Occult J)octrino underly
in g  all the  ancien t fa ith s of m ankind. I t  is the  key alike 
to  the veiled language  of the  P arsi, H indu, B uddhist, 
Babylonian, E g y p tian , H ebrew  Grecian, Rom an, and  
all o th e r S crip tures. H o who m asters it perfectly  will 
com prehend tho essence of w hatsoever religion has been 
evolved by hum anity  as tho vehicle for its h ighest sp iri
tual concepts. I t  would bo exaggera tion  to  say th a t the 
reader of M r. S in n e tt’s two books m ay count upon find
in g  a n y th in g  more th an  a glim pse a t  this W isdom  R eli
gion, for ho is b u t a beg inner in  this b ranch  of study . 
Y et, a t  the  same tim e, it  m ust bo conceded th a t he has, 
under especially favouring  circum stances, boon able to 
g e t a c learer in sig h t into some portions of th is occult 
philosophy, aud perm itted  to express it in p la iner term s 
th an  any o ther a u th o r of m odern times. Tlio world-wide 
circulation  of tho  “ O ccult AVorld” — of which three edi
tions have been sold already— is a t  once an evidence of 
the  general in te re s t now fe lt in those subjects, and a 
g uaran tee  of the  success w hich aw aits the  new, and  inoro 
im portan t, volume. In  an o th er place will be found the 
m anager’s announcem ent, to which in tend ing  purchasers 
aro referred .

------—
T h e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  of tho general reader as well 

as of m em bers is callod to  an im portan t article in the  
Supplem ent on “  C helaship.”  P ac ts  ot the h ighest im por
tance to  all who aspire to  the  practical study  of occult 
science aro th e re in  given. A s the provisions of crim inal 
s ta tu tes  have no te rro rs  for the  virtuous, so the  w arning 
contained in tho artic le  will no t daun t those who feel 
them selves equal to th e  g rea t Trial,

-----— •
T H E  S E P T E N A R Y  P R IN C IP L E  I N  

E S O T E R IO IS M .

S i n c e  tho p resen t exposition of tho A rh a t esoteric 
doctrine was begun , m any who had uo t acquainted  them 
selves w ith the  occult basis of H indu philosophy havo 
im agined tlia t tho  two were in conflict. Some of tho 
m ore bigoted  have openly charged tlie O ccultists of tho  
Theosophical Society of p ropaga ting  ran k  Buddhistic 
heresy; aud have even gone to the leng th  of affirming th a t 
the  whole Theosophic m ovem ent was bu t a m asked B ud
dhistic  p ropaganda. W e wero taun ted  by igno ran t 
B rahm ins and  learned Europeans th a t  our sep tenary  
divisions of na tu re  and every th ing  in it, including maii, 
is a rb itra ry  and  no t endorsed by the oldest religious sys
tem s of the  E ast.

F o rtunate ly , we have no t been obliged to  wait long 
for our perfect vindication . In  tho following num ber our 
B ro ther M r. T. S ubba  Row, B. A ., B. L ., confessedly a 
learned  O ccultist an d  ripe scholar, will lay before the


