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T IIE  EVOLUTION OF MAN- 

1SY A LAY CHELA.

An e s s a y  o n  s o  v a s t  a  t o p i c  a.s t h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a  v e r y  
f r a g m e n t a r y  " F r a g m e n t ' ’ ; b u t  a n  i n c o m p l e t e  s k e t c h  m a y  
b e  f o u n d  u s e f u l  a s  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  I t  
i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  p o n d e r  o n  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  d e s t i n a t i o n  
o f  m a n  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a n  c a n  b e  
g a t h e r e d  i r o m  t h e  o p e n  p a g e  o f  N a t u r e  b e f o r e  u s  a t  a n y  
g i v e n  m o m e n t :  i t  i s  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  

i m a g i n a t i v e  a n d  r e a s o n i n g  f a c u l t i e s  i n  f i l l i n g  u p  d e t a i l s ,  
a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e s i g n  l i a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n t e l l i g i b l e .  A l l  
o r d i n a r y  t h e o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s o u l  

b e l o n g  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  o r d e r ,  a n d  v e r y  
p o o r ,  c r u d e  a n d  i n a c c u r a t e ,  d o  t h e y  s e e m ,  w h e n  r e f e r r e d  

t o  t h e  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  a s  k n o w n  t o  i n i t i a t e s  

o f  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e .
G r e a t l y  m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  w i t h i n  i t s  d o m a i n ,  t h a n  r e l i 

g i o u s  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  o r d i n a r y  s c i e n c e  h a s  m a d e  o u t  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  M a n ’s  b o d y .  A n d  
o v e n  t h o u g h  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  m a y  b e  i n c o m p l e t e ,  t h e y  a r c  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w r o n g .  I t  o n l y  e r r s  s e r i o u s l y  w h e n  i t  t r i e s  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  o u t s i d e  i t s  p r o p e r  d o m a i n ,  a n d  

f a n c i e s  t h a t  I h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a n i m a l  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

g r a d u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  m a y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s  
w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  ; i u  o t h e r  w o r d s  

t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  h u m a n i t y  i s  n o w  
e n d o w e d  i s  m e r e l y  o n e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  o r g a n i c  
c h e m i s t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t r a i n i n g  m o d e r n  t h o u g h t  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  

l i a s  p a v e d  t l i e  w a y  f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  w h i c h  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  

i s  a t  l a s t  c o n c e d i n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  l i a s  s u p p l i e d  a  c l u e  
t o  t h o  t r u e  m e t h o d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  s o  

u n s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  v u l g a r  c o s m o g o n y  t o  c r e a t i o n .  
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  h o w  f a r  t h o  h a b i t  o f  l i t e r a l l y  
b e l i e v i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  1 m s  r e a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  W e s t e r n  m i n d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  G o d ,  i n  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  p e r f o r m e d  s o m e  c h a r m  “ w i t h  w o v e n  p a c e s  
a n d  w i t h  w a v i n g  h a n d s ’’ a n d  t h a t  t h e  E a r t h  s p r a n g  
i n s t a n t l y  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  t r e e s  a n d  l i v e 
s t o c k ,  a n d  r e a d y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  w e e k  for- t h e  
h a b i t a t i o n  o f  a  110 l e s s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  c r e a t e d  m a n .  
. B u t  e v e n  w h e n  o r t h o d o x  t h e o l o g i s t s  c o n c e d e  t h a t  t h e  
d a y s  o f  c r e a t i o n  m a y  b e  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  t h e y  
c e r t a i n l y  d o  n o t ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
E a r t h  a n d  a l l  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r c  t h e  f r u i t  o f  a n  a c t  o f  
c r e a t i o n  w o r k e d  o u t  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  ivithiic the 
limits of the world note before wc, e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  l a w s  

e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  r e s u l t s  n o w  p e r c e i v e d ,  
o r  b y  a  m o r e  w o r k m a n l i k e  p r o c e s s  w i t h  l u m p s  o f  c l a y ,  
s p a r e  r i b s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  h a n d y  m a t e r i a l s  w l i i c h  a  t a n g i b l e  
a n d  v i s i b l e  C r e a t o r  m i g h t  f i n d  l y i n g  a b o u t  h i s  p r e m i s e s .

O r t a i n l y  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  a g a i n  b r e a k i n g  i n  u p o n  

t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n s ,  d i s t u r b s  o r t h o d o x  s p e c u l a t i o n  b y  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t l i e  e a r t h  w a s  a t  o n e  t i m e  a  v i s c i d  
g l o b e  o f  i n o r g a n i c  f i e r y  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  b a c k  s t i l l  i t  

w a s  a  r i n g  o f  i n c a n d e s c e n t  v a p o u r  t h r o w n  o f f  f r o m  t h e  
s u n ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  b a c k  s t i l l ,  i t  w a s  p a r t  m e r e l y  o f  a  v a s t  

f i e r y  n e b u l a  l i k e  t h a t  w h i c h  t o  tin’s  d a y  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  O r i o n ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  t i n e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
o f  m o d e i  n p h y s i c a l  r e s e a r c h  h a v e  s h o w n  w i t h  approximate 
c e r t a i n t y  t o  b e  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  w h i c h  r e a s o n  h a d  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  o u r  o w n  s y s t e m  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  

i n  o n c e .  B u t  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  d o e s  n o t  g o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t o  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  m u s t  s o m e h o w  r e c o n c i l e  i t s  c o n c e p 
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  r u d i m e n t a r y  f a c t s .  I t  t a i l s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  
t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a n d  o f f e r s ,  f o r  i t s  o w n  p a r t ,  a  
t h e o r y  s o  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n — t h a t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
m y s t e r i e s , — t h a t  o n l y  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  t h i n k i n g *  m e n  
f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a b l e  t o  p u t  n p  w i t h  i t  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  h y p o t h e s e s ,  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h o u g h  

these may b e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  physical mysteries. °

N o w  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  c a n  a n d  d o e s  b r i d g e  t h e  g u l f  
b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  
d e s c a n t  a t  l e n g t h  u p o n  i t s  m e t h o d s  o f  r e s e a r c h .  O 11 t h a t  
h e a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  l i a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  l a t e l y ,  a n d  t h e  
r e a d e r  m a y  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  h a v e  h a d  f o r  r e a l i s i n g  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n s ,  b y  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
f a c u l t i e s  d o r m a n t  i n  a l l ,  ( a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w h i c h  a l l  
m a y  p r o v e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i f  t h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  t r o u b l e )  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t l i e  m e a n s  o f  e x p l o r i n g  
r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
s e n s e s .  B y  d e g r e e s  s u c h  p e r s o n s  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  t h a t  
e n o r m o u s  m a s s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  
N a t u r e  o v e r  v a s t  a r e a s  o f  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e  
t h e m  t o  m a k e  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c h a i a c t o r  
o t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  w e  a r e  a b o u t  t o  d e s c r i b e .

T h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  f a c t  w h i c h  o c c u l t  s c i e n c c  p r e s e n t s  t o  o u r  

n o t i c e  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m a n  011 t h i s  g l o b e  w i l l  
b e  s e e n  a t  a  g l a n c e  t o  h e l p  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o v e r  s o m e  

e m b a r r a s s m e n t s  o f  t h e  f a m i l i a r  s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  m a n  i s  n o t  a  p r o c e s s  c a n r e d  o u t  011 t h i s  
p l a n e t  a l o n e .  I t  i s  a  r e s u l t  t o  w h i c h  m a n y  w o r l d s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d .  I f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  w e r e  m e r e l y  p u t  
f o r w a u l  a s  a  c o n j e c t u r e ,  i t  w o u l d  s u r e l y  r e c o m m e n d  i t s e l f  
f o r c i b l y  t o  r a t i o n a l  m i n d s .  F o r  t h e r e  i s  a  m a n l i e s t  i r r a t i o n 
a l i t y  111 t h e  c o m m o n - p l a c e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m a n ' s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  m a t e r i a l  b e g i n n i n g ,  l a s t i n g  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n t y  

y e a r s ,  a n d  a  s p i r i t u a l  r e m a i n d e r  l a s t i n g  f o r  e v e r .  T h e  

i r r a t i o n a l i t y  a m o u n t s  t o  a b s u r d i t y  w h e n  i t  i s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
t h e  a c t s  o t  t h e  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n t y  y e a r s , — t h e  b l u n d e r i n g  
h e l p l e s s  a c t s  o t  i g n o r a n t  h u m a n  l i f e — a r e  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e  o l  a n  A l l - w i s e  P r o v i d e n c e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  c o n d i 
t i o n s  o l  t h a t  l a t e r  l i f e  o f  i n f i n i t e  d u r a t i o n .  N o r  i s  i t  l e s s  
e x t r a v a g a n t  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  a p a r t  l r o m  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

j u s t i c e ,  t h e  l i f e  b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e  s h o u l d  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m  

t h e  l a w  o f  c h a n g e ,  p r o g r e s s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  e v e r y  

a n a l o g y  o f  N a t u r e  p o i n t s  t o  a s  p r o b a b l y  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  
a l l  t h e  v a r i e d  e x i s t e n c e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  B u t  o n c e  
a b a n d o n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  u n i f o r m ,  u n v a r y i n g ,  u n p r o g r c s s i v e  
l i f e  b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e , — o n c e  a d m i t  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
c h a n g e  a n d  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h a t  l i f e — a n d  w e  a d m i t  t h e  i d e a  
o f  a  v a r i e t y  h a r d l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  h y p o t h e s i s  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  s u c c e s s i v e  w o r l d s .  A s  w e  
h a v e  s a i d  b e l o r e ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  h y p o t h e s i s  a t  a l l  f o r  o c c u l t  
s c i e n c e ,  b u t  a  f a c t ,  a s c e r t a i n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  b e y o n d  t h e  
r e a c h  ( f o r  o c c u l t i s t s )  o l  d o u b t  o r  c o n t i a d i c t i o n .

T h e  l i f e  a n d  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h i s  P l a n e t  i n  f a c t ,
—  a l l  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  d e a d  

l u m p  o t  c h a o t i c  m a t t e r , — a r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  a n d  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p l a n e t s .  B u t  l e t  i t  

n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  110 f i n a l i t y  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  
s c h e m e  o f  t h i s  p l a n e t a r y  u n i o n  t o  w h i c h  w e  belong. 
I h e  h u m a n  i m a g i n a t i o n  o n c e  s e t  f r e e  i s  a p t  s o m e t i m e s  To 

b o u n d  t o o  f a r .  O n c e  l e t  t h i s  n o t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  i s  m e r e l y  
o n e  l i n k  i n  a  m i g h t y  c h a i n  o f  w o r l d s ,  b e  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  
p r o b a b l e ,  o r  t r u e ,  a n d  i t  m a y  s u g g e s t  t h e  w h o l e  

s t a r r y  h e a v e n s  a i e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o l  t h e  h u m a u  f a m i l y .  T h a t  

i s  s o  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a l m o s t  i n f i n i t e l y  l a r  

t h c r e f r o m .  O n e  g l o b e  d o e s  n o t  a f f o r d  N a t u r e  s c o p e  f o r  t h e  
p r o c e s s e s  b y  w h i c h  m a n k i n d  h a s  b e e n  e v o k e d  f r o m  c h a o s  
b u t  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  m o r e  t h a n  a  l i m i t e d  

a n d  d e f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  g l o b e s .  S e p a r a t e d  a s  t h e s e  a r c ,  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  g r o s s  m e c h a n i c a l  m a t t e r  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  c o n s i s t ,  

t h e y  a r e  c l o s e l y  a n d  i n t i m a t e l y  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  b y  s u b t l e  
c u r r e n t s  a n d  l o r e e s ,  w h o s e  e x i s t e n c e  r e a s o n  n e e d  n o t  b e  

m u c h  t r o u b l e d  t o  c o n c e d e  s i n c e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o l  some 
c o n n e c t i o n , — o f  f o r c e  a s  e t l i e r i a l  m e d i a , - — u n i t i n g  a l l  v i s i b l e  

c e l e s t i a l  b o d i e s ,  i s  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  m e r e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  are 
v i s i b l e .  I t  i s  a l o n g  t h e s e  s u b t l e  c u r r e n t s  t h a t  t h e  l i f e -  
e l e i n e n t s  p a s s  f r o m  w o r l d  t o  w o r l d .

T h e  f a c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l  a t  o n c e  b e  l i a b l e  t o  d i s t o r t i o n  
t o  s u i t  p r e c o n c e i v e d  h a b i t s  o f  m i n d .  S o m e  r e a d e r s  
m a y  i m a g i n e  o u r  m e a n i n g  t o  b e  t h a t  a f t e r  d e a t h  
t h e  s u r v i v i n g  s o u l  w i l l  b e  d i a w n  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t s  o f  t h a t  

world with which its affinities connect it. The real process



is more methodieal. The system of worlds is a circuit 
round wliicl) nil individual spiritual entities have, alike, 
to pass; and tha t  p a ssa g e  constitu testhc Involution of Man. 
For it must be realised, th a t  the evolution of man 
is a process still going on, and by 110 means yet complete. 
Darwinian writings have tau g h t  the  modern world to 
regard the ape as an ancestor, bu t  the  simple conccit of 
Western speculation has rarely permitted European 
evolutionists to look in the other direction and recognise 
the probability, th a t  to our r e m o te  descendants we may be, 
as th a t  unwelcome progenitor to us. And the two facts 
ju s t  Jpclared hinge together. The higher evolution will 
ho accomplished by our progress through the successivc 
worlds of the system ; and in higher forms wc shall return 
to this earth again, and again, and again. B u t  the 
avenues of thought through wliich wo look forward to this 
prospect, are of almost inconceivable length.

It will readily be supposed th a t  the chain of worlds to 
which this earth belongs are not all prepared for a 
material existence exactlv, or even approximately resembl
ing our own. There would be 110 meaning in an organised 
chain of worlds which were all alike, and m ight as well 
all have been amalgamated into one. In  reality the 
worlds with which we are connected are very unlike each 
other, not merely in outward conditions, bu t in th a t  
supreme characteristic, the proportion in which,— spirit, 
and matter,— arc mingled in t l i c r  constitution. Our own 
world presents us with conditions iu which spirit and 
m atte r  arc, on the whole, evenly balanced in equilibrium. 
Let it  not be supposed on l i n t  account th a t  it  is very 
highly elevated in tho scale of perfection. On the 
contrary, it occupies a very low place in th a t  scale. The 
worlds tha t are high'T in the scale aro tho'-o in which 
spirit largely predominates. There is another world 
attached to tiie chain rather than forming a part of it in 
which m atter asserts itself even more decisively than on 
earth, but this may bo spoken of lator.

That the superior worlds which Man may come to 
inhabit in his onward progress should gradually become 
more and more spiritual in their  constitution,— life thero 
being more and more successfully divorced from gross 
material needs,— will seem reasonable enough at the first, 
glance. B u t the first glance in imagination at those 
which m ight conversely be called the inferior, bu t may 
with less inaccuracy be spoken as the preceding worlds, 
would perhaps suggest tha t  they ought, to be conversely 
less spiritual,— more material, than this earth. The fact 
is quite tho other way,— and must be so, it  will be seen 
on reflection, in a chain of worlds which is an endless 
chain, ie. round and round which tho evolutionary 
process travels. I f  th a t  process had merely ono journey 
to travel along a pa th  which never returned into itself, 
one could th ink of it, a t  any rate, as working from 
almost absolute matter, up to almost absolute spirit, 
bu t nature works always in complete curves, and 
travels always in paths which re tu rn  into themselves. 
The earliest, as also the  latest, developed worlds— 
for the chain itself has grown by degrees,— tho furthest 
back as also the furthest forward are the most immaterial, 
the most etherial of the whole series and th a t  
this is in all ways in accordance with the  fitness of things 
will appear from the reflection th a t  the  furthest forward 
of the worlds is not a region of finality, bu t the stepping 
stone to the furthest back— as the month of December 
leads 11s back again to January. B u t it  is not a climax 
of development from wliich the individual inonad falls, as 
by a catastrophe, into the state from which he slowly 
began to ascend millions of years previously. From tha t  
which for reasons which will soon appear m ust be consi
dered the highest world 011 the ascending arc of the circle 
to th a t  which must be regarded as the  first ou tho 
descending arc,— in one sense the lowest, i.e. in the order 
of development,— there is no descent a t  all, but still ascent 
and progress. For the spiritual monad or entity which 
has worked its way all round tbe  cycle of evolution, a t 
any one of the  many stages of development into which

th e  various existences around us may be grouped, begins 
its next cvclo a t  tho next higer stage, and is thus still 
accomplishing progress as it passes from world Z back 
again to world A. Many times does it  circle, in this way 
r ight round the  system, but its passage round must, not be 
though t of merely as a circular revolution in an orbit. In 
the  scale of spiritual perfection it  is constantly ascending. 
Tims if wc compare the system of worlds to a system of 
towers standing 011 a plain,— towers each of many stories 
and symbolising the scale of perfection,— tho spiritual 
monad performs a spiral progress round and round the 
series, passing through each tower, every time it comes 
round to it, a t a higher level than beforo.

I t  is for want of realising this idea tha t  speculation 
concerned with physical evolution is so constantly finding 
itself stopped by dead walls. I t  is searching for its 
missing links in a world where it  can never find them 
now, for they were bu t required for a temporary purpose, 
and have passed away. Man, savs the Darwinian, was once 
an ape. Quite true, bu t  the  ape known to the Darwinian 

.will never become a man, i.e. the form  will not change 
from generation to generation till the  tail disappears 
and the  hands turn into feet, nnd so 011. Ordinary science 
avows th a t  though changes of form can be detected in 
progress within the limits of species, the  changes from 
species to species can only be inferred, and to account for 
theso, it  is content to assume great intervals of time and 
the  extinct ion of the intermediate forms. There has been 
110 doubt an extinction of the intermediate or earlier forms 
ot all species, (in the  larger acceptation o f th e  word), i.e., 
of all kingdoms, mineral, vegetable, animal, roan. &c., 
bu t ordinary science can merely guess tha t  to have been 
the fact without realising the. conditions which rendered 
it  inevitable, and which forbid the renewed generation of 
tho intermediate forms.

It, is the  spiral character of the progress accomplished 
by the  life impulses which develop the  various kingdoms 
of Nature, which accounts for the gaps now observed in the 
animated forms which people the earth. The thread of a 
screw which is a uniform inclined plane in reality looks 
liko a succession of steps when examined on 'y  along one 
line parallel to its axis. Tho spiritual monads which are 
coming round the  system 011 the  animal level pass on 
to other worlds when they have performed their  turn of 
animal incarnation hero. By tho time they come again, 
they are ready for human incarnation, and there is no 
necessity now for the  upward development of animal forms 
into hum an forms,— these aro already waiting for their 
spiritual tenants. B u t if we go back far enough we come 
to a period a t  which there were no human forms ready 
developed 011 the earth, bu t when spiritual monads travell
ing 011 the  earliest or lowest human level, were beginning 
to come round. Their onward pressure in a world a t  tha t  
time containing none bu t animal forms provoked the 
improvement of the  highest of these into the required form, 
— the much-talked-of missing link.

In one way of looking at the m atter it m aybe  contended 
th a t  this explanation is identical with the inference of 
tho Darwinian evolutionist in regard to the development 
and extinction of missing links. After all, i t  may be 
argued by a materialist, “ we are not concerned to express 
an.opinion as to the origin o f th e  tendency in species to 
develop higher forms. W e say tha t  they do develop these 
higher forms by intermediate links, and th a t  the  in ter
mediate links die o u t ;  and you say ju s t  the same thing.” 
B u t there is a.distinction between the two ideas for any 
ono who can follow subtle distinctions. The natural process 
of evolution from the influence of local circumstances, and 
sexual selection m ust not be credited with producing 
intermediate forms, and this is why it is inevitable tha t 
the  intermediate forms should be of a temporary naturo 
and should die out. Otherwise we should find the 
world stocked with missing links of all kinds, animal life 
creeping by plainly apparent degrees up to manhood, 
human forms mingling in indistinguishable confusion with 
those of animals. The impulse to the new evolution of



higher forms is really given ns we have shown by rushes 
of spiritual monads coming round the  cvele in a state fit, 
for the  inhabitation of new forms. These superior lift' 
impulses burst the chrysalis of the older form on the 
planet they invade and throw off an efflorescence of some
th ing  higher. The forms which have gone on merely 
repeating themselves for milleniums, s ta rt  afresh, into 
growth ; with relative rapidity they rise through the 
in term ediate  into the higher forms, and then ns these in 
turn nro multiplied with the  vigour and rapidity of all 
new growths they supply tenements of flesh for the  
spiritual entities coming round on tha t  stage or plane of 
existence, and for the intermediate forms there are no 
longer any tenants offering. Inevitably they become extinct.
 ̂ Thus is evolution accomplished as regards its essential 

impulse by a spiral pror/rcxs through the  worlds. Tu the 
course of explaining this idea we have partly anticipated 
tho declaration of another fact of first-rate importance as 
an aid to correct views of the world system to which we 
belong. That is tha t  the tide of life,— the wave of existence, 
— tho spiritual impulse call it by what name we please, 
passes on from planet to planet by rushes, or gushes ; not 
by an even continuous flow. For the  momentary purpose 
of illustrating the  idea in hand the process may be com
pared to the  filling of a series of holes or tubs sunk in the 
ground, such as may sometimes be seen at, the  mouths 
of teeble springs, and connected with each other by 
l i t t le  surface channels. The stream from the spring as it 
flows is gathered up entirely in the beginning by the 
first hole, or tub  A, and it  is only when this is 
quite  full that the  continued in-pouring of water from the 
spring causes tha t  whieh it  already contains to overflow 
into tub  B. This in turn fills and overflows along the 
channel which leads to tub C, and so on. Now, though, of 
course, a clumsy analogy of this kind will not carry us very 
far, it  precisely illustrates the evolution of life on a. chain 
of worlds like th a t  we are attached to, and, indeed, the 
evolution of the worlds themselves. For tho process 
which goes on does not involve the pre-existence of a 
chain of globes whieh nature proceeds to stock with life; 
bu t it is one in which the evolution of each globe is the 
resu lt  of previous evolutions, and the consequence of 
certain impulses thrown off from its predecessor in the 
superabundance of their development. Now it is necessary 
to deal with this characteristic of the  process to be 
described, bu t directly we begin to deal with if we have 
to go back in imagination to a period in the  development 
of our system very far antecedent, to that, whieh is specially 
our subject a t  present,— the evolution of man. And 
manifestly, as soon as we begin talking of the beginnings 
of worlds, wc are dealing with phenomena which can have 
had very little to do with life , as we understand the 
matter, and, therefore, it may bo supposed, nothing to do 
w ith  life impulses. B u t  let us go back by degrees. 
B ehind the human harvest of the life impulse there lay 
the  harvest of mere, animal fo rm s--as  every one realises. 
Behind tha t  the harvest or growths of mere vegetable 
forms— for some of these undoubtedly preceded the 
appearance of the earliest animal life on the planet.. Then 
before the vegetable organisations there  were mineral 
organisations, for even a mineral is a product of Nature , an 
evolution from something behind it, as every imaginable 
manifestation of na ture  must be until in the vast series of 
manifestations, the mind travels back to the  unmanifested 
beginning of all things. On pure metaphysics of that 
sort wc are not now ensnared. I t  is enough to show tliat,o o o
we may as reasonably,— and tha t  we must if we would 
ta lk  about these m atters  a t  all— conceive of a life impulse 
giving birth  to mineral forms, as if the  same sort of 
impulse concerned to raise a race of apes into a race of 
rudimentary men. Indeed, occult science travels back 
even further in its exhaustive analysis of evolution, than 
the period a t  which minerals began to assume existence. 
In  the process of developing worlds from fiery nebulae 
N atu re  begins with something earlier than  minerals— with 
the elemental forces th a t  underlie the phenom ena of

nature as visible now and perceptible to the senses of 
man. B u t  th a t  branch of the subject may be left alone 
for the present. Let us take up the process a t the  
jieriod when the first world of the series globe A, let us 
call it, is merely a congeries of mineral forms. Now it 
must be remembered th a t  globe A has already been 
described as very much more etherial, more predominated 
by spirit, as distinguished from matter, than the  globe of 
which we a t  present are having personal experience, so 
tha t  a large allowance m ust be made for tha t  state  of 
things when wc ask the reader to think of it at starting as 
a mere congeries of mineral forms. Mineral forms may 
be mineral in the sense of not belonging to the higher 
forms of vegetable organism, and may yet. be very 
immaterial as we th ink of m atte r  very etherial consisting 
of a very fine or subtle quality of matter, in which 
the  other pole or characteristic of nature,— spirit,— 
largely predominates. The minerals we are trying to 
pourtray arc, as it were, the  ghosts of minerals, by no 
means the highly-finished and beautiful, hard crystals, 
which the niinora’ogiad cabinets of this world supply. 
In these lower spirals of evolution with which we are now 
dealing as with the  higher ones, there is progress from 
world to world, and th a t  is the great point a t  which we 
have been aiming. There is progress downwards, so to 
speak, in finish and materiality and consistency; and then, 
again, progress upward in spirituality as coupled with the 
finish which matter, or materiality rendered possible in 
the first, instance. I t  will be found th a t  the  process of 
evolution in its higher stages as regards man is carried on 
in exactly the same way. All through these studies, 
indeed, it will be found th a t  one process of N ature  typifies 
another, tha t  the big is the  repetition of the little on a 
larger scale.

I t  is manifest, from what we have already said, and in 
order th a t  the progress of organisms on globe A shall be 
accounted for, th a t  the  mineral kingdom will no more, 
develop the vegetable, kingdom on globe A  until it. 
receives an impulse from without, than the  Earth  was able 
to develop Man from the ape till it received an 
impulse from without. But. it  will be inconvenient 
at present, to go back to a consideration of the 
impulses whieh operate on globe A in the beginning of the 
system’s construction.

We have already,— in order to be able to advance more 
comfortably from a, far later period than tha t  to which wc 
have now receded, gone back so far th a t  further recession 
would change the  whole character of this explanation. We 
m ust stop somewhere, and for the  present it, will be best 
to take the life impulses behind globe A, for granted. And 
having stopped there we may now trea t the enormous 
period intervening between the mineral epoch on globe A 
and the man epoch, in a very cursory way, and so get back 
to the main problem before us. W hat has been already 
said facilitates a cursory treatm ent of the intervening 
evolntion. The full development of the mineral epoch on 
globe A prepares the way for the vegetable development, 
and as soon as this begins, the mineral life impulse 
overflows into globe B. Then when the vegetable 
development on globe A  is complete and the animal 
development, begins, the  vegetable life impulse over
flows to globe B, and the  mineral impulse passes on to 
globe 0. Then, finally, comes the human life impulse 
on globe A.

Now it is necessary at  this point to guard against one 
misconception th a t  m ight arise. As ju s t  roughly described, 
the  process m ight convey the idea tha t  by the time the 
human impulse began on globe A, the mineral impulse 
was then beginning on globe D, and th a t  beyond lay 
chaos. This is very far from being the case for two reasons. 
Firstly, as already stated, there are processes of evolution 
which precede the  mineral evolution, nnd thus a wave of 
evolution,— indeed several waves of evolution precede the 
mineral wave in its progress round the spheres. B u t over 
and above this, there  is a fact to be stated which has such 
an influence on th e  course of events. W hen it is realised,



i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  i m p u l s e  h a s  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  

t i m e s  c o m p l e t e l y  r o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  c h a i n  o f  w o r l d s  b e f o r e  

t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h o  h u m a n  i m p u l s e  o n  g l o b e  A .  
T h i s  f a c t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s  E a c h  k i n g d o m  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  
v e g e t a b l e ,  a n i m a l ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s p i r a l  
l a y e r s .  T l i e  s p i r i t u a l  m o n a d s , - — t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t o m s  o f  t h a t  
i m m e n s e  l i f e  i m p u l s e  o f  w l i i c h  s o  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  sa id , -—  
d o  n o t  f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  m i n e r a l  e x i s t e n c e  011 g l o b e  A ,  
t h e n  c o m p l e t e  i t  011 g l o b e  B ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e y  p a s s  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  r o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  c i r c l e  a s  m i n e r a l s  ; a n d  t h e n  a g a i n  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  r o u n d  a s  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a s  

a n i m a l s .  W e  p u r p o s e l y  r e f r a i n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  f r o m  

g o i n g  i n t o  f i g u r e s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  s t a t e  

t l i e  o u t l i n e  o f  t l i e  s c h e m e  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  f i r s t ,  b u t  
f i g u r e s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  N a t u r e  h a v e  n o w  
b e e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  b y  t h e  o c c u l t  a d e p t s  ( f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ) ,  a n d  t h e y  s l i a l l  b e  b r o u g h t  
o u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  e s s a y s  b e f o r e  w e  h a v e  d o n e ,  b u t  
n s w e s a y t h e  o u t l i n e  i s  e n o u g h  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  t h i n k  o f  a t  f i r s t .

A n d  n o w  w e  h a v e  r u d i m e n t a r y  m a n  b e g i n n i n g  h i s  e x i s t 

e n c e  o n  g l o b e  A ,  i n  t h a t  w o r l d  w h e r e  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  a s  
t h e  g h o s t s  o f  t l i e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .  H e  
i s  b e g i n n i n g 1 h i s  l o n g  d e s c e n t  i n t o  m a t t e r .  A n d  t h e  l i f eo © o
i m p u l s e  o f  e a c h  “ r o u n d ” o v e r f l o w s ,  a n d  t h e  r a c e s  o f  m a n  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  o n  a l l  t h o  
p l a n e t s , — o n  e a c h  i n  t u r n .  B u t  t h e  R o u n d s  a r e  m o r e  
c o m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n  t h a n  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  w o u l d  
s h o w  i f  i t  . s t o p p e d  s h o r t  h e r e .  T h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  e a c h  
s p i r i t u a l  m o n a d  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  p l a n o t  t o  

p l a n e t .  W i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  e a c h  p l a n e t ,  e a c h  t i m e  i t  
a r r i v e s  t h e r e  i t  h a s  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  

t o  p e r f o r m .  I t  i s  m a n y  t i m e s  i n c a r n a t e d  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  
r a c e s  o f  m a n ,  b e f o r e  i t  p a s s e s  o n w a r d ,  a n d  i t  e v e n  h a s  

m a n y  i n c a r n a t i o n s  i n  e a c h  g r e a t  r a c e .  I t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  
w h e n  w e  g e t  011 f u r t h e r  th a t ,  t h i s  f a c t  t h r o w s  a  H o o d  o f  

l i g h t  u p o n  t l i e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  a s  w e  k n o w  i t ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  i m m e n s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  
m o r a l i t y ,  a n d  e v e n  o f  w e l f a r e  i n  i t s  h i g h e s t  s e n s e ,  w h i c h  
g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r  s o  p a i n f u l l y  m y s t e r i o u s .

T h a t  w h i c h  l i a s  a  d e f i n i t e  b e g i n n i n g  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  a n  
e n d  a l s o .  A s  w e  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  
u n d e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  b e g a n  w h e n  c e r t a i n  i m p u l s e s  f i r s t  c o m 
m e n c e d  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  i t  m a y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r o  
t e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  a  f i n a l  c o n s u m m a t i o n ,  t o w a r d s  a. g o a l  a n d  a  
c o n c l u s i o n .  T h a t  i s  s o ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g o a l  i s  s t i l l  f a r  off .  
M a n ,  a s  w e  k n o w  h i m  o n  t h i s  e a r t h ,  i s  b u t  h a l f  w a y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  t o  w h i c h  h e  o w e s  h i s  
p r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e  w i l l  b e  a s  m u c h  g r e a t e r ,  
— b e f o r e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  o u r  s y s t e m  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  
— t h a n  h e  i s  n o w ,  a s  h e  i s  n o w  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  

m i s s i n g  l i n k .  A n d  t h a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  w i l l  e v e n  b e  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  011 t h i s  E a r t h ,  w h i l e ,  i n  t l i e  o t h e r  w o r l d s ,  
o f  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  s e r i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  l o f t i e r  p e a k s  o f  
p e r f e c t i o n  t o  b e  s c a l e d .  I t  i s  u t t e r l y  b e y o n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
f a c u l t i e s  u n t u t o r e d  i n  t h e  d i s c e r n m e n t  o f  o c c u l t  m y s t e r i e s  
t o  i m a g i n e  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  M a n  w i l l  t h u s  u l t i m a t e l y  
l e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c y c l e  i s  a t t a i n e d .  B u t  
t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  t o  b e  d o n e  i n  f i l l i n g  u p  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  
o u t l i n e  n o w  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  f o r e c a s t  t h o s e  w h i c h  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  e x i s t e n c e s  t o w a r d s  
w h i c h  e v o l u t i o n  i s  r e a c h i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  e n o r m o u s  a b y s s e s  
o f t l i e  f u t u r e .

A  V E R Y  I N T E R E S T I N G  I N S T R U M E N T ,  C A L L E D  A  L ' l T O T O -  

g r a p h i c  g u n ,  l i a s  b e e n  i n v e n t e d  b y  a  F r e n c h m a n —  
M .  M a r  l'o'z. I t  i s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  n o r  l e s s  t h a n  a  v e r y  l a r g e  
r e v o l v e r ,  w i t h  a  s t o c k  t o  p u t  t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r .  T h e  b a r r e l  
is ,  t e l e s c o p e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  l e n s e s  o f  a  
c a m e r a .  T h e r e  a r e  t w e l v e  a p e r t u r e s ,  w h i c h  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  c h a m b e r s .  T h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  p u t s  a  s e n s i t i s e d  p l a t e  
b e h i n d  t h e s e  a p e r t u r e s ,  a n d ,  p e r f o r m i n g  a n  o p e r a t i o n  
a n a l o g o u s  t o  c o c k i n g  a  g u n ,  t h e  w e a p o n  i s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  
f i e l d .  O 11 s e e i n g  a  f l y i n g  b i r d ,  h e  t a k e s  a i m ,  a n d  p u l l s  t h e  
t r i g g e r .  T h e  c h a m b e r  r e v o l v e s  o n c e  a n d  i n  o n e  s e c o n d  h o  
o b t a i n s  t w e l v e  l i t t l e  p i c t u r e s  o f t l i e  b i r d  i n  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s .  
— The Indian Mirror.

T H E  B l I iT H  A N D  G R O W T H  OF THE P H IL 

H A R M O N IC  A C A D E M Y  OF CALCUTTA.

(  Communicated.)

A  f e w  m o n t h s  a g o ,  a  n o t i c e  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
c o l u m n s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t  o f  a  P h i l h a r m o n i c  A c a d e m y  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  
T a g o r e ,  M u s .  D o c . ,  C . I . E . ,  & c . ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  r e v i v e r  a n d  

r e fo r m e r  o f  H i n d u  m u s i c .  ' I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  p r e 
c i s e l y  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  o b j e c t s  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  H i n d u  
m u s i c  h a s  a t t a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  
f o s t e r i n g  c a r e  a n d  l i b e r a l  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  

R a j a h .  H i n d u  m u s i c ,  b o t h  a s  a n  a r t  a n d  a  s c i e n c e ,  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  h i g h e s t  a m o u n t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  d a y s ,  

a n d  f o r m e d  a  p o w e r f u l  h e l p  f o  t h e  Rishis a n d  d e v o t e e s  i n  

p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  r i t u a l s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  w o r l d l y  p e o p l e  i n  
s e e k i n g  f o r  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  i n n o c e n t  a m u s e m e n t s .  

M u s i c  w a s  t h e n ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  h a n d - m a i d  o f  r e l i g i o n .  B u t ,  
i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  i t  c a m e  t o  b e  m a d e  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  o t  
v o l u p t u o u s  p u r s u i t s ,  a n d  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  c u l t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  

h o l y  a n d  p u r e  f o r  n o b l e  p u r p o s e s ,  w a s  e a g e r l y  s o u g h t  fo r  
b y  t h e  w i c k e d  a n d  i m p u r e ,  a n d  t u r n e d  t o  a n  i g n o b l e  u s e .  
L a t t e r l y ,  i t  h a d  b e c o m e  s o  d e g r a d e d ,  t h a t  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  
f a t h e r  w o u l d  b e  s h o c k e d  t o  h e a r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  c u l t i v a t e  
t h i s  a r t .  A n d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  w a s  t h a t  i t  
b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  w a s  v u l g a r  a n d  b a s e .  
T h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s i c  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  i m p e t u s  d u r i n g  

t h e  r e i g n  o f  t h e  M o g u l s  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  r e n o w n e d  

m u s i c i a n s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d .  T h e  M a h o m e d a n s ,  be, i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  a r e  
p r o h i b i t e d  b y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  t o  c u l t i v a t e  m u s i c ,  a n d  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  h a d  110 m u s i c  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  W h a t  
t h e y  p a t r o n i s e d  w a s  t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  A r y a n  n a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  

a s  p r a c t i c a l  m u s i c ,  w a s  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c h i e f l y  c a r e d  f o r —  
t h e y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m u s i c  t o  b e  a n  a r t  m e a n t  t o  s a t i s f y  
c a r n a l  c r a v i n g s — t h e  e l a b o r a t e  l e a r n e d  t h e o r y  o f  m u s i c ,  a s  
p r o p o u n d e d  a n d  r e c o r d e d  b y  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s a g e s  

o f  o l d ,  c a m e  t o  b e  l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  T h e  s y s t e m  o f  n o t a t i o n  
d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  A r y a n  s a g e s  g o t  o u t  of  u s e ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  d e f i n i t e  s y s t e m  o f  m u s i c a l  n o t a t i o n ,  m u c h  
o f  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  n'tas a n d  
ragines w a s  l o s t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  t r a n s i t  o f  t .h e  a r t  
f r o m  e a r  t o  e a r  t o  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  rags a n d  
ragines w e r e  i n  h o p e l e s s  c o n f u s i o n ,  e a c h  m o d e r n  m u s i c i a n  
i n s i s t i n g  u p o n  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  f e a t u r e s  a s  l e a r n e d  
o r  t a u g h t  b y  h i m ,  a n d  r e j e c t i n g  t h o s e  t a u g h t  b y  o t h e r s  a s  

i n c o r r e c t .  W i t h  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  m o d e r n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  a  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  I n d i a n  m u s i c  g r e w  in  

m a n y  a  H i n d u  h e a r t ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  t i l l  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  
i n i t i a t e d  b y  R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  T a g o r e  t o o k  a  

p r a c t i c a l  f o r m  t h a t  t h e  r e v i v a l  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  

c o m m e n c e d .

R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  T a g o r e ,  w h o  s t u d i e d  m u s i c  
u n d e r  v e r y  a b l e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  f o u n d  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s t u d y  

i n  p r e t t y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  p l i g h t  a s  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  
a n d  i t  w a s  h i s  e n l i g h t e n e d  l i b e r a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  a n d  .an 
e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  l o v e  o f  A r y a n  l o r e  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  h i m  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t o  
h i m ,  a s  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  A r y a n  
g l o r y ,  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u c h  u n q u a l i f i e d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  w a s ,  
o u  t h e  3 r d  A u g u s t ,  1 8 7 1 ,  t h a t  t h e  B e n g a l  M u s i c  S c h o o l  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t l i e  R a j a h  i n  t h e  r o o m s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  N o r m a l  S c h o o l ,  C a l c u t t a ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  p r o v i d 
i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n  w i t h  a  c o u r s e  o f  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  
u p o n  a  s y s t e m a t i c  b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  b o o k s  
a n d  w i t h  a  s y s t e m  o f  n o t a t i o n  d e v i s e d  b y  h i m — all 
p r e p a r e d  p u r p o s e l y  f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
w a s  v i s i t e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  b y  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  
g e n t l e m e n ,  a n d  E u r o p e a n  g e n t l e m e n  a n d  l a d i e s  i n t e r 
e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e m a r k s  
w h i c h  t h e y  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r s ’ b o o k  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  p l a n  o f  t u i t i o n  a n d  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
t h e  c l a s s e s ,  p r o m p t e d  t h e  R a j a h  t o  f u r t h e r  e x e r t i o n s .


