
* * * *  Arriving safely in N e w  York , I  proceeded directly 

to the Archbishop, who appointed m e to give a mission 

in three French settlements. I  reached at night, no one

being aware of my arrival.........O n  the following m orning a

m an  stopped m e on the street, and asked m e very 

politely if I  was not a Catholic priest, and, upon m y 

replying in tho affirmative, he exclaimed :

“ Oil, T I l l i N ,  IT IS TRUE— TOO TRUE : IT IS THE DEVIL !”
In  reply to m y  request for an explanation of this 

strange expression, he said : “  O h , Father ! m y  dau gh 

ter has been possessed by  the devil for m any  years; I 

see it all now  !”  '

“ Y o u  must not believe that so easily,”  I  replied.

“  H o w  can I (lonbt it,”  he answered, “  w hen  only last

night she told m e that a f black coat’ had come to--- ,

and repeated it this morning, saying : 'Y o u  must g o ; 

you will find h im ; you must bring him . O h  !’ said she 

(or rather the devil), ‘ how  foolish I  have been to take 

possession of this girl ! N o w  I  shall suffer; he comes 

to torment and expel m e .’ + I was so struck by  the talk 

that I  started mechanically rather than believing that I 

should- actually find you ; but now  that you are here, 

will you not kindly come and judge for yourself ? It is 

only five miles distant : you can return again this even

ing. I  came 011 horseback, but I will saddle another 

horse while yon are taking breakfast.”  I  assented.

During our ride ho acquainted me with all the parti

culars of the case.

“  W h e n  m y  daughter was threo years of age— she is 

now fifteen— she went, as was her custom, to play with 

the child of a widow at a neighbouring house ; tho wom an 

gave her some toast and molasses ; when she returned 

home, she complained of uneasiness in the stomach, and 

from that time forward became melancholy, and lost tho 

cheerfulness and good health sho had previously enjoyed. 

She was strange in her motions; not positively ill, but 

always complaining of a weight on her stomach. She 

would not perform as usual little services about the 

house, but would act iu an aw kw ard  and whimsical m an 

ner. Such lias been tlie state of the child during the 

past twelve years.”  I  learned later that the mother—  

who, 011 one occasion, during the feast of the Purification 

of the Blessed Virgin, gave the girl some blessed tea to 

drink, w hen  suddenly she broke out in a rage, slapped 

her mother, and oxclaimed: “  O h  ! I  am  found out— I 

must speak now ! but thou shalt pay for it.”  T h en  the 

father, gently iuterposing, said: “ AVhat is that?” —

calling her by nam e— “ you strike your mother !”

“  It is not--- who is here, it is I ,”  was the answer, in

a rough, hollow voice, and growling like a dog.

“  W h o  art thou ?”  said the father.

“  I  am  tho devil,”  was tho answer, in similar tones.

“ If thou art the cursed one,”  replied the father, “ give 

the reason w h y  thou hast taken possession of m y 

daughter.”

“  N o ,”  said lie, “  I won ’t. W h a t  a fool I  have been 

to como here ! N o w  I  must be tormented; he is com ing ; 

he is 011 the sea”  (words which were not then under

stood. I  was, indeed, on sea at that time, having em 

barked at H avre as above mentioned, just the day pre

vious). For a month she was more or less in fits of 

rage. A bout the end of February she said again : “  H e  

has arrived at la^t, ho will come soon.”  W h e n  asked 

w hom  the meant, she replied : “  H e  that must expel m e ; 

and thero shall be two.”  So m uch I  learned of tlie facts 

that preceded ir.y arrival. Th e  mother then repeated 

what her husband had already told m e about the girl’s 

reference to me during the previous evening'.

* O u r m c tiv o  fo r  th e  su p p re ss io n  o f n a m e s  iu  th is  r e la tio n  w ill be  
obv ious  w h o n  wo s ta te  t h a t  moBt, if  n o t  a ll, o f th o  p e rso n a  a r e  s till  
liv in g . H o w ev e r, n e i th e r  th o  n a r r a to r ,  w ho  is w e ll k n o w n  to  un, n o r  th o  
o th e r  p r ie s t  w ho  w itn e ss e d  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s ,  w ou ld  o b je c t to  h av o  
th e i r  n a m e s  g iv e n  if  i t  w e re  th o u g h t  e x p e d ie n t.— E d . C. M.

f  N ow  re a lly  t h a t  m n s t  h a v e  b e e n  a n  id io tic  d e v il!  F o r  lm d h e  b u t  
k e p t q n ie t, 110 one , le a s t  o f  a ll th e  n e w  co m er, c o u ld  h a v e  e v e r  fo u n d  h im  
o u t j h e n ce  w ould  n o t h a v e  tu rn e d  h im  o u t o f h is  ch o se n  m 'o n n so e .—  
E d . T.

I  was truly surprised at this narrative, seeing clearly 

that the devil m eant m e. I  said that I would see the 

girl, but first I  recom mended myself to G o d  by kneeling 

down and reciting the V e n i  C r e a t o r .

(To be continued.)

---*---

F R A G M E N T S  O F  O G G U L T  T R U T H .

B y  a  L a y  C h e l a .

N o . V I I .

T h e  H u m a n  L i f e  W a v e .

P r e v i o u s  essays will have given the reader a general 

idea of the w ay  in which the great evolutionary life-wave 

sweeps round and round the seven worlds which compose 

the planetary chain of which our earth is a part. F u r 

ther assistance m ay  now  be offered with the view of 

expanding this general idea, into a fuller comprehension 

of the processes to which it relates. A n d  no one addi

tional chapter of the great story will do more towards 

rendering its character intelligible, than an explanation 

of certain phenomena connected with the progress of 

worlds, that m ay be conveniently called Obscurations.

Students of occult philosophy who enter on that 

pursuit with minds already abundantly furnished in other 

ways, are very liable to misinterpret its earlier state

ments. Every thing cannot be said at once, and the 

first broad explanations are apt to suggest conceptions 

in regard to details which are most likely to be erro

neous wtih the most active-minded and intelligent think

ers. Such readers aro not content with shadowy out

lines even for a m oment. Imagination fills in the 

picture, and if its work is undisturbed for any length of 

time, the author will be surprised afterwards to find 

that later information is incompatible with that which lie 

had come to regard as having been distinctly taught in 

the beginning .. N o w  in these Fragments the writer’s 

effort is to convey tho information in such a w ay  that 

hasty weed growths of the m ind m ay be prevented as far 

as possible, but in this very effort it is necessary some

times to run 011 quickly in advance, leaving details,—  

even very important details to be picked up during a 

second journey over the old ground. So now  the reader 

must be good enough to go  back to the explanation given 

iu Fragm ent I V .  of the evolutionary progress through 

the whole planetary chain.

Som e few words were said even in that Fragment, 

concerning the manner in which the life impulse passed 

on from planet to planet in “  rushes or gushes ; not by  an 

even continuous H ow .”  N o w  the course of evolution in 

its earlier stages is so far continuous that the preparation 

of several planets for the final tidal wave of humanity may 

be going 011 simultaneously. Indeed the preparation of all 

the seven planets m ay, at one stage of the proceedings, be 

going on simultaneously, but the important point to re

m em ber is that the main wave of evolution,— the fore

most growing wave,— cannot be in more than one place 

at a time. Tho process goes on in the w ay  which m ay 

now be described, and which the reader m ay be the bet

ter ablo to follow, if he constructs cither on paper or in 

his own m ind a diagram consisting of seven circles (re

presenting tho worlds,) arranged in a ring. Calling 

them A ,  B , C , & c ., it will be observed from what 

has been already stated that circle (or globe) I), stands 

for our earth. N o w  the kingdom s of Nature as 

known to occultists,be it remembered, are seven in number, 

three, having to do with astral and elementary forces, 

preceding tho grosser material kingdoms in the order of 

their development. K in g d o m  1 evolves on globe A ,  and 

passes on to B , as kingdom  2 begins to evolve on A .  

Carry out this system and of course it will be seen that



kingdom  1 is evolving on globe G , while kingdom  7, 

the hum an kingdom , is evolving on globe A .  But 

now what happens as kingdom  7 passes on to 

globe B . There is no eighth kingdom  to engage the 

activities of globe A .  The great processes of evolution 

have culminated in the final tide wave of humanity,—  

which as it sweeps on, leaves a temporary lethargy of 

nature behind. W h e n  the life wave goes on to B , in fact, 

globe A  passes for the time, into a state of obscuration. 

This state is not one of decay, dissolution or anything 

that can properly be called death. Decay  itself, though 

its aspect is apt to mislead tho m ind, is a condition of 

activity in a certain direction, this consideration afford

ing a clue to the meaning of a great deal which is other

wise meaningless, in that part of H in d u  mythology which 

relates to the deities presiding over destruction. The 

obscuration of a world is a total suspension of its activity: 

this does not mean that the m oment the last hum an 

m onad passes on from any given world, that world is 

paralysed by any convulsion, or subsides into the en

chanted trance of a Sleeping Palace. The  animal and 

vegetable life goes on as before, for a time, but its cha

racter begins to recede instead of to advance. The  groat 

life-w;ave has left it and the animal and vegetable king

doms gradually return to tho condition in which they 

were found when the great life-wave first reached them. 

Buormous periods of time are available for this 

slow process by which tho obscured world settles 

into sleep, for it will be seen that obscuration in 

each case lasts six times* as long as the period of 

oach world’s occupation by  tho hum an life-wave. That is 

to say, tho process which is accomplished as above des

cribed in connexion with tho passage of the life-wave 

from globe A  to globe B , is repeated all along the chain. 

W h e n  the wave passes to C , B  is left in obscuration as 

well as A .  Then  D  receives the life wave, and A ,  B ,  C  

aro in obscuration. W h e n  the wave roaches G , all the 

preceding six worlds are in obscuration. Meanwhile the 

life-wave passes on in a certain regular progression, the 

symmetrical character of which is very satisfactory to 

scientific instincts. The  reader will be prepared to pick 

up the idea at once, in view of the explanations already 

given of the way iu which humanity evolves through 

seven great races, during each round period on a pla

net,— that is to say, during the occupation of such planet 

by tho tidal wave of life. The  fourth race is obviously 

the middle race of tho series. A s  soon as this middle 

point is turned, and the evolution of the fifth race on 

any given planet begins, the preparation for humanity 

begins on the next. T h e  evolution of the fifth race on 

D  for example, is commensurate with the evolution, or 

rather with the revival of the mineral kingdom  on E , and 

so on. That is to say, the evolution of tho sixth race on

D ,  coincides with the revival of the vegetable kingdom  

on E ,  the seventh race ou D ,  with the revival of the 

animal kingdom  on E , and then when the last monads 

of the seventh race on D ,  liave passed into the subjective 

state or world of effects, the hum an period on E  begins 

and the 1st race begins its development there. M e a n 

while tho twilight period on the world preceding D ,  has 

been deepening into tho night of obscuration in the same 

progressive wav, and obscuration there has definitely set 

in when the hum an period on D ,  is past its half way 

point. But just as the heart of a m an beats and res

piration continues, no matter how  profound liis sleep, 

there are processes of vital action which go on in the 

resting- world even during the most profound depths of its 

repose. A n d  these preserve, in view of the next return 

of tho hum an wave, tho results of the evolution that pre

ceded its first arrival. Recovery for the reawakening 

planet is a larger process than its subsidence into rest, 

for it has to attain a higher degree of perfection against

* O r wo m ay  say  five tim e s , a llo w in g  fo r  th e  lm lf p e rio d  o f m o rn in g  
w liich p re c ed e s  an d  th e  h a lf  p e rio d  of e v en in g  w h ich  fo llow s th e  d a y  of 
fu ll a c t iv ity .

the return of the hum an life-wave, than that at which it 

was left w hen  the wave last went onward from its shore. 

But with every now beginning', Nature is infused with a 

vigour of its ow n— the freshness of a morning,— and tho 

later obscuration period, which is a time of preparation 

and hopefulness as it were, invosts evolution itself with a 

new  m omentum . B y  the time the great life wave returns, 

all is ready for its reception.

In the first essay on this subject it was roughly indi

cated, that the various worlds m aking up our planetary 

chain were not all of the same materiality. Putting tho 

conception of spirit at the north pole of the circle and 

that of matter at the south pole, the worlds of the descend

ing arc vary in materiality and spirituality, like those of tho 

ascending arc. 'Phis variation must now be considered 

moro attentively if the reader wishes to realise the whole 

processes of evolution more fully thau heretofore.

Besides the earth, which is at the lowest material 

point, there are only two other worlds of our chain which 

are visible to physical eyes,— the one behind and the ono 

in advance of it. These two worlds, as a matter of fact, 

aro Mars and Mercury,— Mars being behind and Mercury 

in advance of ns,— Mars in a stato of entire obscuration 

now  as regards the hum an  lil’e-wave, Mercury just begin- 

ing to prepare for its next hum an period.*

T h e  two planets of onr chain that are behind Mars, 

and the two that are in advance of Mercury, are not com

posed of an order of matter which telescopes can take 

cognisance of. Four out of the seven are thus of au 

etherial nature, which people who can only conceive matter 

in its earthly form, will be inclined to call immaterial. 

But they are not really immaterial at all. They  aro 

simply in a finer state of materiality than tho Earth, 

but their finer state does not in any way defeat the uni

formity of Nature’s design in regard to tho methods and 

stages of their evolution. W ithin  the scale of their subtle 

“  invisibility,”  the successive rounds and races of mankind 

pass through their stages of greater and less materiality 

just as on this Earth ; but whoever would comprehend 

them,must comprehend this Earth first,a,nd workout their 

delicate phenomena by eorrespondential inferences. Let 

us return therefore to the consideration of tho great life- 

wave, in its aspects on this planet.

Just as the chain of worlds treated as a. unity, has its 

north and south, its spiritual and material polo,— working

# J t  m a y  bo w o rth  w h ilo  h e ro  to  re m a rk  fo r  th e  b e n e f it o f peo p le  w ho 
m a y  be  d isp o sed , fro m  p h y s ica l s c ie n ce  re a d in g , to  o b je c t t l ia t  M ercu ry  is 
too  n e a r  th e  S u n , nnd  c o n se q u e n tly  too  h o t to  be a  s n ita b le  p lace  o f h a b i ta 
tio n  fo r  M an ,— th n t  in  th e  official r e p o r t  of th e  A stro n o m ica l D e p a r tm e n t  
o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  on  th e  re c e n t “  M o u n t W h itn e y  o b s e rv a tio n s ,” 
s ta te m e n ts  w ill b e  fo u n d  t h a t  m a y  c h ec k  too  c o n fid e n t c r i t ic is m s  of 
o c cu lt s c icn cc  a lo n g  th n t  lin e . T h e  re p o r t  in  q u e stio n  w as  re p u b lis h e d  in 
N ahm ?, a n d  fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t ,  w ith in  th o  la s t  s ix  m o n th s , in  so m e  o f th o  
In d ia n  n e w sp a p e rs . T h o  re s u l ts  o f th e  M o u n t W h itn e y  o b s e rv a tio n s  on 
se le c tiv e  a b so rp tio n  of so la r  rayR show ed , a cc o rd in g  to  th e  official r e 
p o r te r ,  th a t  i t  w ould  no  lo n g e r  be  im p o ss ib le  to  s u g g e s t  th o  co n d itio n s  
of an  a tm o s p h e re  w h ich  sh o u ld  r e n d e r  M ercu ry  h a b ita b le ,  a t  th e  one 
e x tre m e  of th e  sca le , a u d  S a tu r n  a t  th e  o th e r .  W e h a v o  no co n ce rn  
w ith  S a tu rn  a t  p re s e n t ,  n o r  if  w e h a d  to  ex p la in  on o c c u l t p r in c ip le s  
th o  h a b i ta b i l i ty  of M ercu ry , sh o u ld  w e s e t  to  w o rk  w ith  c a lc u la tio n s  
a b o u t s e le c tiv e  a b so rp tio n . T h e  f a c t  is th a t  o rd in a ry  sc ie n c e  m o k es  
a t  o nce  too  m u c h  a n d  too  l i t t l e  o f th o  S u n , as  th o  s to re -h o u so  of fo reo  
fo r  th e  s o la r  s y s te m ,— too  m u c h  in  so f a r  a s  th e  h e a t  of p la n e ts  hay 
a  g re a t  deal to  do  w ith  a n o th e r  in flu en o  q u ite  d is t in c t  f ro m  th e  Sun , 
a n  in fluence  w h ic h  w ill n o t  be th o ro u g h ly  u n d e rs to o d  t i l l  m o ro  is 
kn o w n  th a n  a t  p re s e n t  a b o u t th e  c o rre la tio n s  o f h e a t  a n d  m a g n e tism , 
a n d  of th e  m a g n e tic ,  m e te o r ic  d u s t ,  w ith  w h ich  in le r -p ln n o tn ry  sp ac e  is 
p e rv a d ed . H o w ev e r i t  is  e n o u g h ,— to  r e b u t  a n y  o b jec tio n  th a t  m ig h t be 
ra is e d  a g a in s t  tlic  e x p la n a tio n s  now  in  p ro g ress , from  th e  p o in t o f  v iew  
o f loyal d e v o te e s  of la s t  y c a r ’R sc ie n c e ,— to  p o in t o u t th a t  such  
o b jec tio n s  w o u ld  bo  a lre a d y  o u t o f d a t e .  M d ern  science  is  v e ry  p r o 
g re s s iv e ,— th is  is one of i ts  g r e a te s t  m e r i ts ,— b u t i t  is n o t a  m e rito r io u s  
h a b i t  w ith  m o d e rn  s c ie n t is ts  to  th in k , a t  eac h  Rtage of i ts  p ro g re s s ,  th a t  
a ll c o n cep tio n s  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  s ta g e  re a ch e d , m u s t  n e ce s sa rily  
be ab su rd . I f  th e  p r e s e n t  e ssa y  had  b e e n  w r it te n  tw e lv e  m o n th s  ago, 
a n d  re m e m b e r  th a t  a s  re g a rd s  th e  in fo rm a tio n  i t  c o n ta in s  i t  m ig h t 
h a v e  b een  w r i t t e n  tw e lv e  m illc n iu m s  ag o ,—  wo cou ld  h a v e  said  
n o th in g  m oro  th a n  th o  s e n te n c e  la s t  w r i t te n ,  h ad  som e one  a rg u e d  in  
re fe re n c e  to  M e rcu ry , t h a t  M r. P r o c to r  had  su m m e d  up  a ll th a t  could  
be sa id  on  th e  q u e s tio n , a n d  h a d  g iv e n  ju d g m e n t  a g a in s t  its  h a b ita b i
li ty .  A s i t  h a p p e n s  . in  th is  m a t te r ,  M o u n t W h itn e y  h a s  r is e n  up  to  
re f u te  th e  1’ro c to ria n  ju d g m e n t ,— re fu t in g  i t  by  w ro n g  a rg u m e n ts  
in d ee d , b u t by  a rg u m e n ts  t h a t  w ill be a c c e p ta b le  in  th e  Procfcoriaiv 
a re n a . *



from spirituality down through materiality, up to spiritual

ity again,— so the rounds of m ankind constitute a similar 

series which the chain of globes itself might be taken to 

symbolise. In  the evolution of m an  in fact, on any one 

plane as cn all, there is a descending and an ascending 

arc ; spirit, so to speak, transforming itself into matter, and 

matter resolving itself into spirit. T h e  lowest or most 

material point in the cycle thus becomes the inverted 

apex of physical intelligence, which is the m asked 

manifestation of spiritual intelligence. Each  round of 

m ankind evolved on the downward arc (as each race of 

each round if w e  descend to the smaller mirror of the 

cosmos) must thus be more physically intelligent than 

its predecessor, and each in the upward arc must be in

vested with a more refined form of mentality commingled 

with greater spiritual intuitiveness. In  the first R ound  

therefore w e find m an, a relatively etherial being com

pared even on earth with the state he has now  attained 

here, not intellectual but super-spiritual. L ike the animal 

and vegetable shapes around him, he inhabits an immense 

but loosely organised body. In  the second R o u n d  he is 

still gigantic and etherial, but growing firmer and mora 

condensed in body— a more physical m an, but still less 

intelligent than spiritual. In  the third R ound  he has 

developed a perfectly concrete and compacted body, at 

first the form rather of a giant ape than of a true m an, 

but with intelligence coming more and'more into the as

cendant. In  the last half of the third R ound  his gigantic 

stature decreases, his body improves in texture, and he 

begins to be a rational m an. In  tlie fourth R ou nd  intel

lect, now  fully developed, achieves enormous progress. 

Th e  dum b races with which the R ound  begins, acquire 

hum an speech as wo understand it. The  world teems 

with the results of intellectual activity and spiritual de

cline. A t  the half w ay  point of the fourth R ou nd  here, the 

polar point of the whole seven-world period is passed. 

From  this point onwards the spiritual ego begins its real 

struggle with body and mind to manifest its trans

cendental powers. In  the fifth R ou nd  tho struggle 

continues, but the transcendental faculties are 

largely developed, though the struggle between these 

on the one hand, with physical intellect and propensity 

is fiercer than ever, for the intellect of the fifth R ou nd  

as well as its spirituality is an advance on that of 

fourth. In  the sixth R ou nd  humanity attains a degree 

of perfection both of body and soul,— of intellect and 

spirituality, which ordinary mortals of the present 

epoch will not readily realise in their imaginations. 

Th e  most supreme combinations of wisdom, goodness 

and transcendental enlightenment which the world has 

ever seen or thought of, will represent the ordinary 

type of manhood. Those faculties which now , in the rare 

efflorescence of a generation, enable some extraordinarily 

gifted persons to explore tho mysteries of Nature and 

gather the knowledge of which some crumbs are now  

being offered (through these writings and in other 

ways) to the ordinary world, will then be the common 

apanage of all. A s  to what the seventh R ou nd  will bo 

like, the most communicative occult teachers are solemnly 

silent. M ankind  iu the seveutli R o u n d  will be something 

altogether too god-like for m ankind in the fourth 

llonnd to forecast its attributes.

During  the occupation of any planet by  the hum an life- 

wave, each individual m onad is inevitably incarnated 

m any times. This has been partly explained already 

in Fragment N o . V .  If one existence only be passed by  

tho m onad in each of the branch races through which 

it must pass at least once, the total num ber accomplished 

during a R ound  period on one planet, would be 313 ,— tlia 

third power of 7. But as a matter of fact each m onad is 

incarnated twice in each of the branch races, and also 

comes in,necessarily for somefew extraincarnations as well, 

For reasons which is not easy for the outsider to divine,- 

tha possessors of occult knowledge are especially reluc

tant to giye out numerical facts relating to cosmogony,

though it is hard for the uninitiated to understand w hy  

these should be withheld. A t  present, for example, wo 

shall not be able to state what is the actual duration, in 

years, of the R ou nd  period. But a concession which only 

those who have long been students of occultism by the old 

method will fully appreciate, liasbeen made about the n u m 

bers with which w e are immediately concerned ; and  this 

concession is valuable at all events, as it helps to eluci

date an interesting fact connected with evolution, on the 

threshold of which w e have now arrived. This fact is 

that while the earth, for example, is inhabited as at 

present, by fourth R ou nd  humanity, by  the wave of 

hum an life, that is to say, on its fourth journey round the 

circle of the worlds, there m ay be present am ong us some 

few persons, few in relation to the total number, who, 

properly speaking, belong to the fifth Round . N o w , in 

the sense of the term at present employed, it must not 

be supposed that by  any miraculous process, any 

individual unit has actually travelled round the 

whole chain of worlds once more often than his compeers. 

U n d er  the explanations just given as to the way  the 

tide-wave of humanity progresses, it will be seen that 

this is impossible. Hum anity  has not yet paid its fifth 

visit even to the planet next in advance of our own. But 

individual monads m ay outstrip their companions as re

gards their individual development, and so become ex

actly as m ankind generally will be w hen  the fifth R ound  has 

been fully evolved. A n d  this m ay be accomplished in 

two ways. A  m an born as an ordinary fourth R ound  m an, 

m ay, by  processes of occult training, convert himself into 

a m an  having all the attributes of a fifth Round m an and 

so become what w e m ay call an artificial fifth-Rounder. 

But independently of all exertions made by  m an in his 

present incarnation, a m an  m ay  also be born a fifth- 

Rounder, though in the midst of fourth Round  humanity, 

by virtue of the total num ber of his previous incarnations.

If x stands for the normal num ber of incarnations 

which in the course of nature a m onad must go through 

during a round period on one planet, and y for the margin 

of extra incarnations into which by  a strong desire for 

physical life he m ay  force himself during such a period, 

then, as a matter of fact, 24-£ (x y  y) m ay exceed 28.c ; 

that is to say, in 3J Rounds a monad m ay have accom

plished as m any incarnations as an ordinary m onad would 

have accomplished in four complete Rounds. In  less than 

3 i  Rounds the result could not have been attained, so 

that it is only now  that wo have passed the half way 

point of evolution on this half way planet, that the fiftli- 

Rounders are beginning to drop in.

It is not possible in the natnre of things that a m onad 

can do more than outstrip his companionsbymore than one 

Round. This consideration notwithstanding Baddlia was 

a sixth R ou nd  m an , but this fact has to do with a great 

mystery outside the limits of the present calculation. 

En o ugh  for the m oment to say that the evolution of a 

B udd ha  relates to something more than mere incarna

tions within the limits of one planetary chain.

Since large numbers of lives have been recognised in 

the above calculations as following one another in the 

successive incarnations of an individual monad, it is im 

portant here, with the view of averting misconceptions 

to point out that the periods of time over which these 

incarnations range are so great that vast intervals sepa

rate them, numerous as they are. A s  stated aboye, we 

cannot just now givo the actual duration of the Round- 

periods. N o r  indeed could any figures be quoted as in

dicating the duration of all Round-periods equally, for 

these vary in length within very wide limits. But here 

is a simple fact which has been definitely stated on the 

highest occult authority w e are concerned with. The

{(resent rate of humanity, the present 5th race of the 4th 

lound period, began to evolve about one million of years 

ago. N o w  it is not yot finished ; but supposing that a 

million years had constituted the complete life of the 

race, how would it havo been divided up for each in



dividual m onad ? In  a race there must bo rather more than 

100, and there can hardly be 120 incarnations for an in

dividual monad. But say even there havo been already 

120 incarnations for monads in the present race already. 

/Ynd say that the average life of each incarnation was a 

century, even theu we should only have 12,000  years out 

op the million spent in physical existence, against 988 ,000  

years spent in the subjective sphere, or there would be 

ail average of more than 8 ,000 years between each incar

nation.* Certainly these intervening periods are of very 

variable length, but they cannot contract to anything 

loss than about 1,500 years, in any case,— leaviug out of 

account of course the case of adepts who have placed them 

selves quite outside the operation of tlie ordinary law,—  

and 1,500 years if not a quite impossibly short, would be 

an extraordinarily brief interval between two rebirths.

' ----- ♦-----
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A  S t r a n g e  B u t  a  T r u e  S t o r y . t
I n one of the distant governments of tlie Russian 

empire in a small town, on the very borders of Siberia, 

a mysterious tragedy occurred some twenty-five years ago.

- A bout six versts from the little town of P --- , famous

for the wild beauty of its scenery, and for the wealth of 

its inhabitants— generally proprietors of mines and iron 

foundries— stood nu aristocratic mansion. Its household 

consisted of the master, a rich old bachelor, and his 

brother, a widower and the father of two sons and 

three daughters. It was know n  that the proprietor, M r. 

(zvertzoff, had adopted his brother’s children, and, having 

formed an especial attachment for his eldest nephew, Nicho

las, he had m ade him the sole lieir to his numerous estates.

Tim e rolled on. T h e  uncle was getting old, the nephew 

coming of ago. Days and years had passed in monoto

nous serenity, when, on the hitherto clear horizon of the 

quiet family, appeared a cloud. O n  an unlucky day one 

of the nieces took it into her liea,d to study the zither. 

The  instrument being of purely Teutonic origin, and no 

teacher for its speciality residing in the neighbourhood, 

the indulgent uncle sent to St. Petersburg for both. 

After diligent research only one Professor could be 

I’ound willing to trust himself in such close proximity to 

Siberia. It was an old Germ an  artist, who, sharing 

equally liis earthly affections between his instrument and 

a pretty blonde daughter, would part with neither. A u d  

thus it came to pass that, one fine morning, the old Pro

fessor arrived at the mansion with his music-box under 

one arm and his fair M unchen  leaning on the other.

From  that day, the little cloud began growing rapidly; 

lor, every vibration of the melodious instrument found a 

responsive echo in the old bachelor’s heart. Music 

awakens love, they say, and the work begun by the 

siither was completed by M unchen ’s blue eyes. A t  the 

expiration of six months the niece had become an expert 

zither-player, and the uncle was desperately in love.

One morning, gathering his adopted family around him, 

he embraced them all very tenderly, promised to rem em 

ber them in his will, and wound up by declaring his inal

terable resolution to marry the blue-eyed M unchen . 

A  fter which he fell upon their necks and wept in silent 

rapture. Th e  family, understanding that they Were 

cheated out of the inheritance, also w e p t ; but it was for 

another cause. H aving  thus wept, they consoled them

selves and tried their best to rejoice, for the old gentle

man was sincerely beloved by all. N ot all of them re

joiced though. Nicholas, who had been himself smitten 

to the heart by  the pretty Germ an, and found himself 

at once defrauded of his belle and his uncle’s money, 

neither rejoiced nor consoled himself, but disappeared 

fur a whole day.

* S ee in  th is  c o n n e c tio n  p a g e  35 o£ V ol. I  o f Is is  U n v eiled , b e g in n in g  
;tfc tlie  In s t p a ra g ra p h  o£ p a g e  34 . _

f  T h i s  s to ry  is  g iv en  fro m  th o  n a r r a t iv e  o f a n  e y e -w itn e ss , a  R u s 
s i a n  • g e n tle m a n , .v e ry  p io u s , a n d  fu lly  t ru s tw o r th y .  M o reo v er , th o
Facts a re  c6p ie d  fro m  tlio, po lic e  re c o rd s  o f P -------. T h o  e y e -w itn e ss  in
q u estio n  a t t r ib u te s  i t  o f co u rse  p a r t ly  to  d iv in e  in te r f e r e n c e  a n d  
p a r tly  to  th e  E v il O ne .— E d , . ...........................

Meanwhile, M r . Izvertzoff had given orders to prepare 

his travelling carriage for the following morning. It was 

whispered that he was going to the Government town, at 

some distance from there, with the intention of altering 

his will. Though  very wealthy, he had no superinten

dent on his estate, but kept his books himself. The 

same evening, after supper, lie was heard in his room 

scolding angrily at his servant, who had been in his 

service for over thirty years. This m an, Ivan, was a 

native of Northern Asia, from Kamtcliatka. Brought 

up by the family in the Christian religion, he was 

thought very much attached to his master. A  few days 

later, when the first tragic circumstance I am  about to 

relate, had brought all the Police force to the spot, it was 

remembered that Ivan  was drunk on that n ig h t ; that 

his master, who had a horror of this vice, had paternally 

thrashed him and turned him out of his room ; and that 

Ivan had been seen reeling out of the door and heard to 

mutter threats.

There was on the vast domain of M r . Izvertzoff a 

curious cavern, which excited the curiosity of all who 

visited it. It exists to this day, and is well known 

to every inhabitant of P . *  *  *  A  pine forest, which 

begins nearly at the garden gate, climbs in steep terraces 

up to a long range of rocky hills, which it covers with 

a broad belt of impenetrable vegetation. The  grotto lead

ing to this place which is known as the “  Cave of the 

Echoes,”  was situated about half a mile from the mansion, 

from which it appeared as a small excavation in the hill 

side, almost hidden by luxuriant plants, but not so as to 

prevent any person entering it from being readily seen 

from the terrace of the house. Entering the grotto, the 

explorer finds at the rear a narrow cleft, having passed 

which he emerges into a lofty cavern, feebly lighted 

through fissures in a ceiling fifty feet high. The  cavern 

itself is immense, and could easily hold between two and 

three thousand people. A  part of it was then paved with 

flags,and often nsedinthe summeras aball-room by picnic- 

parties. O f  an irregular oval, it gradually narrows into a 

broad corridor, which runs for several miles under ground, 

intercepted here and there by other chambers, as large 

and lofty as the ball-room, but, unlike the first, im

passable otherwise than in a boat, as they are always 

full of water. These natural basins have the reputation 

of being unfathomable.

O n  the m argin of the first of these, was a small plat

form, with several mossy rustic seats arranged on it, and 

it is from this spot that all the phenomenal echoes are 

heard in all their weirdness. A  word pronounced in a 

whisper or a sigh seems caught up by  endless mocking 

voices, and instead of diminishing in volume, as honest 

echoes do, the sound grows louder at every successive 

repetition, until at last it bursts forth like the repercussion 

of a pistol-shot, and recedes in a plaintive wail down the 

corridor.

O n  tho evening in question M .  Izvertzoff had m en

tioned his intention to have a dancing party in this cave 

011 his wedding day, which he had fixed for an early date. 

O n  the following morning, while preparing for his de

parture, he was seen by  his family entering the grotto, 

accompanied only by the Siberian. Half an hour later 

Ivan returned to tho mansion for a snuff-box, which his 

master had forgotten in his room, and went back with it 

to the cave. A n  hour later the whole house was startled 

with his loud cries. Pale and dripping with water, Ivan 

rushed in like a m ad  m an  and declared that M .  Izvertzoff 

was nowhere to be found in the cave. Thinking he had 

fallen into the lake, he had dived into the first basin in 

search of him, and got nearly drowned himself.

T h e  day passed in vain attempts to find the body. 

The  Police filled the house, and louder than the rest in 

his despair seemed Nicholas, the nephew, who had 

returned home only to receive the sad tidings.

. A  dark suspicion fell upon Ivan, the Siberian. H e  

had been struck by  liis master the night before, and had


