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the grasp of the finite and the econditioned”—is it not far more
Lonest to confess that we know abrolutely nothing of that God,
“and even less blasphemous—in the very irhprnlmhle case that such
A Gad should exist sud yet remain unkuown to all and ahsolutely
beymlil n,‘ly I‘ORR”)]G human proof—ithan to o0 on investine if or
him with imaginary attributea (finite attributes in somothine
infinite I 1) anid then imposing that beina, created hy human
funcy, on the millions of the oi polloi and threaten them with
hell and damunation unless they do believe in that somethine of
which no oune can kuow absolutely anything !—(Epitor
pro tem.)

“M. A, (OXON)” AND TIE «BROTHERS.”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ THEOQSOPIIIST.”
DrAr MADAME AND SISTER,

We, some of the Hindu Fellows of the Theosophical
Socicty and Chelas who read “Light,” have remarked,
with feelings of deep regret and surprise, the hostile
attitude that one of its best contribntors, and, as we had
reasons to believe, one of our Christian brothiers— M. A.
(Oxon) "*—has, for some time past, taken up against our
MASTERS, “THE ADEPT-BROTHERS” as hie chonosestocallthem,
in his “ NoTEes ny THE WAY,” which have won our greatest
esteem and sympathy by their able advocicy of things
spiritnal in these hard materialistic days. We Hindus
are taught in our Shastras that even tolerably advanced
students of Occult Philosophy arc liable to be deceived by
deras or devatas (elemental spirits), and this affords the
only explanation of the great inconsistency in the visions
of different mediums and seers. TRUTH can be buat one,
and these apparent divergences are but disturbing effects
produced by these elementals ; and one of the principal
objects of all Occultists is to train the WILL in sneh a
manner as to be able to withstand the disturbing inflnence
of these weird visitors, and to come face to face with living
truth. As for our brother “M. A. (Oxon),” since he is
known ag a great medium, as such his WILL-POWER must
be perfectly passive, and so we can easily understand how
much more, than any other Spirirualist, is he subject to all
gorts of disturbing influences. This is the reason why only
reneated acts of gross injustice to our MASTERS (the
Himalayan BroTHERS) on the part of “ M. A. (Oxon)’—
has induced ns to put in this word of Protest.

In “Light” of September 23, “M. A. (Oxon) " quotes
with apnrobatien, from the review of Mr. Sinnett’s 7he
Occult World in the Journal of Science, the following
words :—

“’Ii some faot-hold of this kind is given us, it is necless to
bid usjoin the Theosophieal Society or change our *made of
life,)  Tenchings, ro indefinite, we are compelled to reject, not
indeed *supercilinusly’ but sadly.”

And, a few lines before, he says in persond proprid :—

“ Rat, after all, it i3 the creation of crockery and the dis-
placement of furniture that make most impression on tho
average Philistine.”

Here we must confess, to no small surprise, to discover
“tho average Philistine” under the mask of “M. A. (Oxon).”
For the value of the teaching is here made to depend on
the strangeness of the phenomena and not on the peculiar
character of them. But to the really scientific mind a
straw is not merely a straw when it shows the way the
wind blows, But, as for a Peter Bell, of course :—

A primroze by a river’s brim
A yellow primrose is to him
And ’tis nothine more . . . .

If Benjamin Franklin waited for some such foot-hold
beforg drawineg his conclusions, the Science of Electricily
would have still been in its infancy. But, as we said

* «M A (Oxon) " was a Theosophist since the very formation of the
Socisty ; and he has never resiened. Nevertheless, we huve reascns to
doubt, to our preat regret, whother he could or even would consent to beiug
eg arded as a Theosophist at present, —EDn.

be'ore, we have nothing to complain against « M. A.
(Oxon)” personally, for he is a medium and sees chings
but throngh a glass darkly.
" Mohini M. Chatterji, F.T.S.
Rama Sourindro Gareva, F.T.S. | CHELAS WHO
Nobin K. Banerjea, F.T.S. > KNOW THEIR
S, Ramaswamier, F.T.S. J MAsTEES,
Darbhagiri Nath, F.T.S.

Darjeeling, October 17, 1882,
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FRAGMENTS OF OCCULT TRUTH.

No. V.
THE EVOLUTION OF MAN—CONTINUED.

When we come to examine the cvolutinn of man on onr
own planet, the exnlanation has to he drawn ent on g
larger scale than that which served for a sketch nf the
whole cosmongony, Quv career on the preceding nlanatg
of the descending series is for the present aver and dane
with. Few of ns know enouch of our lives there tn he
curinns about details.  Bnt liere, the phenomana nf the
world ahont us, and the neriod we are passine thronerh, are
all renlote with interest. Our wish wanld ha to get ex-
planations of the conditions ont of which these have
oviginatad, and of the resnits to which they are tending,
that should he as enlarged and precise as onr knowledge
of the actnal nresent. But in trath an exnlanation on
that seale of the phenomena immediately preceding and
immediatelv following our nresent life, would require an
exhanstive knowledae of all natural laws and aneratinng
lving outeide the phvaical grann we hava grown familiar
with. And tha rxnasition of this knowladee wonld involve
the complate develonment, of seiences the vary alnhahat of
which is ladden from the world ag vat.  Tn shart, it is no
Irss imnnesible to comnrehend all Natnre's detail--the
Infinitelv little—comnletelv, as it ista fathom the infinttely
great.  But jnst as the nrincinles of evalution carvried on
thronah the series of worlds, of which onr nlanet 32 one,
have haen found snseentible of an exolanation which, if
not minute, 18 suficiently definite to he intelliaible, an it i3
possible now to sketch the process of evolution carried on
in the ¢case of this single planet. The area of nature to
be dealt with is less enormouns, and therefore =2
treatment of its phenomena, down to a corresponding
level of defail, gives us a closer insight into the process
under investioation,

And a'striking illustestion of the unifarmities of Natnre
is bronght out by the firet glance at the Qcenlt dontrine
in reference to the development of Man on the Barth.
The ontline of the desion is the same as the ontline nf
the more comnrehensive desion covering the whole chain
of worlds. The inner details of this world, as recards
its untts of construction, are the same as the inner details
of the larger organism of which this world {teelf ie a unit.
That is to say, the development of inranity on this earth
is accomnlished by means of successive waves of develon-
ment, whicl correspond to the successive worlds in the
great planetary chain,  The great tide of human life he
it remembered,—for that hias been already set forth —
sweeps round the whole circle of worlds in succeasive
waves. These primary growths of liumanity mav he
conveniently snoken of as Rounds, We mnst not forget
that the individnual units, constituting each ronnd in turn,
are identically the same as regards their higher nrineinles,
that is, that the individualities on the earth dnring
Round 1, come back again after completing their travels
round the whole series of worlds and constitute rannd
2, and so on. But the point to which snecial attentinn
should be drawn here ig that the individual unit having
arrived at any given planet of the series, in the course of
any given Round, does not merely touch that planet.and
p1ss on to the next. Before passing on, he hna to live
throngh a series of races on that planet. And thiz fant
suggests the outline of the fabric which will presently
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develop itself in the reader's mind aud exhibit that
similarity of design on the part of the one world as
compared with the whole series to which attention has
already been drawn. As the complete scheme of Nature
that we beloug to, is worked out by means of a series of
Rounds sweeping through all the worlds, so the develop-
ment of humanity on each world is worked out by a series
of races developed within the limits of each world in
turn,

It is time now to make the working of this law clearer
by coming to the actual figures which have to do with the
evolution of our doctrine. It would have been prematunre
to beyin with them, but as soon as the idea of a system
of worlds in a chain, and of life evolution on each throngh
a series of re-births, is satisfactorily grasped, the further
examination of the laws at work willbe greatly facilitated
by precise reference to the actual number of worlds and
the actnal number of rounds and races, required to
accomplish the whole purpose of the system. For the
whole duration of the systemn is as certainly limited in time,
be it remembered, as the life of a single man. Probably
not limited to any definite number of years set irrevocably
from the commencement, but that which has a beginning,
progresses onward towards an end. The life of a man,
leaving accidents quite out of the account, i3 a terminable
period, and the life of a world system leads up to a final
consummation. The vast-periods of time, concerncd in
the life of a world system, dazzle the imagination as a
rule but still they are measurable: they arve divisible
into sub-periods of various kinds, and thesc have a
definite number.

By what prophetic instinct Shakespear pitched upon
seven as the number which suited his funtastic
classification of the ages of man is a question with
which we need not be much concerned, but certain it is
that he could not have made a more felicitous choice. In
periods of sevens the evolution of the races of man may be
traced and the actual number of the objective worlds,
which constitute our system and of which the earth is one,
is seven also. Remember the Occult Scientists know
this as a fact, just as the Physical Scientists know for a fact
that the spectrum consists of seven colours, and the musical
scale of seven tones. There are seven kingdoms of nature,
not three as modern science has imperfectly classified
them. Man belongs to a kingdom distinctly separate from
that of the animals, including beings in & higher state of
organization than that which manhood has familiarised us
with, as yet; and below the mineral kingdom there are
three others which science in the West knows nothing
about; but this branch of the subject may be set aside for
the present. It is mentioned merely to show the regn-
lar descent of the division, in Nature.

Man—returning to the kingdom woe are most interested
in—is evolved 1n a series of Rounds (progressions round
the series of worlds) and seven of these rounds have to be
accomplished before the destinies of our system are worked
out. The round which is at present going on is the
fourth. There are considerations of the utmost possible
interest connected with precise knowledge on these
points, because each Round is as it were specially allotted
to the predominance of one of the seven principles in man,
and in the regunlar order of their upward gradation. But
here again is a realm of inquiry that for the present can
only be glanced at.

An individual nnit, arriving on a planet for the first
time in the course of a round, has to work through seven
races on that planet before he passes on to the mnext, and
cach of those races occupies the earth for a long time,
Our old-fashioned speculations about time and eternity,
suggested by the misty religions systems of the West, have
brought on a curious habit of mind in connection with
problens bearing on the actual duration of such periods.
We can talk glibly of cternity, and going to the
other end of the scale, we arc not shocked by a
few thousand years, but directly years are numbered with
precision in groups which lic in intervening regions of

thought, illogical Western theologians are apt to regard
such numbering as nonsense. Now we at present living
on this carth—the great bulk of humauity that is to say,
for there are exceptional cases to be considered later—are
now going throngh the fifth race of our present fourth
round. Aud yet the evolution of that fifth race began
about a million of years ago. In a very interesting
volume of Western Science, Professor James Geikie,
writing of “The Great Tce Age,” is good enongh to
push back the origin of man on earth to interglacial
epochs in a way whicli cxpands the biblical five
or six thousand years iato something over 100,000,
The book is not at hand as I write, and I forget the cxact
fiourcs reached. But what is this calculation beside the
facts of the case as revealed by Occult Science 2 Will
tho reader, in consideration of the fact that the present
cosmogony does not profess to work with eternity, nerve
himself to deal with estimates that do concern themselves
with millions of yeurs, and even count such millions by
considerable numbers ?

Each race of the seven which go to make up a Round,
4. e., which are evolved on the Earth in succession during
its occupation by one of the great waves of humanity
passing round the planetary chain, is itself subject to
subdivision. Were this not the case, the active existences
of each human unit would be indeed few and far between.
Within the limits of each racc there are seven sub-
divisional races, and again within the limits of each sub-
division there are seven branch races. Throngh all these
races cach individual human unit must pass during his
stay on Earth each time he arrives there on a Round of
progress through the planctary system. On reflection
this necessity should not appal the mind so much as a
hvpothesis which would provide for fewer incarnatious.
For, however many lives cach individual unit may pass
through while on Earth during a Round, be their numbers
few or many, he cannot pass on—cxcept in rare cases to be
noticed hereafter—until the time comes for the Round-
wave to sweep forward, and as the interval of time
occupied by the stay of a Round-wave on LEarth may be
roughly conjectured from the fact that our present fifth
race, by no means worked through yet, began a million of
years ago, it is highly desirable that Natore should find
for cach of us some occupation where-with to pass the
time. Even by the calculation already foreshadowed it
will be seen that the time spent by cach individual unit
in physical life, can only be a small fraction of the whole
time he has to get through between his arrival on Earth
and his departure for the next planet. The larger part
of the time—as we reckon duration of time—is obviously
thercfore spent in those subjective conditions of existence
which belong to the * World of effects” or spiritnal Earth
attached to the physical Earth on which our objective
existence i3 passed.

The nature of existence on the spiritnal Earth mnust be
considered pari-passie with the nature of that passed on the
physical Earth alone dealt with in the above enumeration
of race incarnations. We must never forget that between
each physical existence the individual unit passes through
a period of existence in the corresponding spiritual world.
Aund it is because the conditions of that existence are
defined by the use that has been made of the opportunities
in the next preceding physical existence that the spivitual
Earth is often spoken of in Oceult writing as the World of
Effects. The ecarth itself is its corresponding World of
Causes.

That which passes into the World of Effects after an in-
carnation in the World of (fauses, has been described in the
“Fragments of Occult Truth” relating tothe seven principles
of Man. The individual unit or spiritual mouad cannot but
pass into the spiritual condition, but, as already explained,
the extent—to whichi the personality, just dissolved, passes
there with it,—is dependant on the qualifications of snch
personality,—on the use, that is tosay, which the person in
question has made of his opportunities in life. Thus the
period to be spent in the World of Effects,—enormously
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loager in each case than the life which has paved the way
for existence there,—corresponds to the “Hereafter” or
Heaven of vulgar Theology.  And here it s interesting to
digress for a moment to take note of the relative scope of
VulgarTheology and of Qcenlt Science. The narrow purview
of theformer deals merely with our physieallife and its con-
sequences in the life to come. For want of knowing better,
theology conceives that the entity concerned had its begin-
ning in this physical life, and, from the same disabilities in
the other direction, it conceives that the ensning spiritual
life will never stop. Aad this pair of existences which is
shown by the mere clements of Oeenldt Science that we are
now unfolding, to constitute a part only of the entity's
experience during its connection with a branch race, which
is one of seven belonging to a subdivisional race, itself one
of seven belonging to a main race, itself one of seven
belonging to the OLCll])(ItIOH of Earth by one of the seven
Ronnd-waves of humanity which have each to occupy it in
turn before its fuuctions in nature are concluded—this
microscopic moleculeof the whole structureis what common
theology treats ns more than the whole for it is suppused
to cover eternity.

The reader must here be warned against one conelnsion
to which the above explanations—perfectly accurate as far
as they go, but nnt yet covering the whole ground-—might
lead hitn. He will 2ot get at the exact number of lives an
individual entity has to lead on the Earth in the course of
its occupation by one Ronnd, if he merely raises seven 1o
its third power, There is a mystery here wvhich the great
teachers of Ocenlt Science have not vet thought fit to
disclose to the laity. If one existence only were passed in

each branch race the total nnmber wonld obviously be 343.
Bat the actual number is more than that, though nothing
approaching the number that would be got at if we sup-
posed seven separate incarnations ‘o take place in each
branch race. The explanation hinges on to some mysteriey
of detail in refercnce to which it is thonght premature to
convey information at present.

The methodical law  which
individnal human entity through the wvast evolutionary
process thus sketched ont—is in no way incompatible
with that ltability to fall away into abnormal destinies
or ultimate aunibilation whieh mienaces the personal
entities  of people  who ecultivate  very  ignoble
affinities.  The distribution of the seven principles
st death shows that clearly enongh, but, viewed in the
light of these further explanations about evolution, the
sitnation may be better realised. The permanent entity
is that which lives through the whole series of lives, not
only throngh the races belonging to the present Round-
wave on Earth, but also through those of other Round-
waves and other worlds. Broadly speaking, it will in due
time,—though at some inconceivably distant future as
measured in years,—recover a recollection of all those lives,
which will seem as day in the past to us.  Bnt the astral
dross, cast off at cach passage into the World of Effects, has
s more or less conscious existence of its own, which is
quite separate from that of the spiritual entity from which
it has just been disunited. The intensity of this consci-
onusness varies very greatly : from absolute zero in the case
of a person whose life has been so supremely good and
spiritral that he has engendered no low affinities, to full
consciousness in the case of entire absorption by the
astral prineciples of all the expiring life’s recollections and
affinities. The destiny of the astral reliquee in either ease
lias been the subject of abundant discussion of late, but
the point to which attention may be specially called now
1¢ the mystery of dual consciousness on the comprehen-
sion of which the comprehension of the actval course of
events must depend. Oceult pupils are tanght t> realise the
possibility of dual conscionsness by prncnc(nl]y developing
it during life, exercising the inner clairvoyant facnlties on
one set of observations or ideas and the physical senses
with their appropriate intellectual faculties on another set
of observations or ideas at the same time, Lut to ordivary
people the double perceptions rarely come by Nature, not,

earries cacl and every

at all events, with any such intensity as to render their
character apparent. ‘On the other hand, the possibiliry of
dual consciousness in life for ono person is not bevond
the range of ordinary imagination ; and by (l\\olllng
on the uotion it is not dlfﬁcult to realise the way in
which one haman individual, as we know him in life,
may divido up into fwo conscious individuals at death,
neither of which is in any way a new invention, while each
is distinctly conscious (so far as its consciousness is distinet
at all) of identity with the late physically living entity.

A correct appreciation of all {his serves a double
purpose ; it solves once for all those apparentlv conflicting
passages in oceult writing which scem at different times
to attribute such different destinies to the human
entity and enables  onc to comprehend the geucral
scheme of human  evolution and the whole vast
phantasmagoria of existence through which the endur-
ing principles  which constitute our higher indivi-
duality are passing, while remaining (qunll; prepared to
investigate the side paths of super- “material development
along which the intermediate principles of our nature may
travel, after quitting the most transitory principles that
are built up to serve their brizl purpose from the physical
elements of the carth.  Aud in the phenomeuna of dual
conscionsness lies the clue to that nystery on which the
continnity of our higher cxistence depends.  For many
people it must remain ireational to say that any person
now living, with his recollections hounded by the years of
his childlood. is the same person as some one  of quite a
novel nationality and cpnch who lived thonsands of years
ago, or the same that will reappear after a similar lapse of
time under some entirely new conditions in the future,
But one of his elements of dusl consciousness is the same,
and the other element is only a temporary efflorescence of
the first.  The feeling “ Tam 17 is the same throngh the
three lives nnd through all the hdreds ; for that feeling
is more deeply seated than the fecling “ T am John Smith,
so high, so heavy, with such and such property aund
relations.” Ts it inconceivable,—as anotion in the mind,—
that John Smith, inheriting the gift of Tithonus, changing
his name from time to time, marrying afresh  every other
generation or so, losing property here, comioginto possession
of property there, and getting interested as time goes on
in very varions purmntq might utterly foreet in a few
thousand years all cireumstances connected with  the
present. life of John Smith, just asif the incidents of that
life for him had never taken place 2 And yet the Ego
would be the same.  If thisis conceivable in the imagina-
tion, what can be incouceivable in the individnal con-
tinuity of an infermitient life interrupted and renewed  at
regular intervals, and varied with passages through a purer
condition of existence.

M. LE BoN has been making a series of very impor-
tant experiments on putrefaction, with regard to its effect
on living animals in geuneral, and on mankind in’ particular,
Among other results, he has proved that tho very small
quantity of prodnets of advanced putrefaction, necessary
to kill an animal by simple mixture with air, proves these
volatile alkaloids to be extremely poisonous. le Bon
has ascertained that these areso to man. The experiments
explain the cvils arising from bodies long buried, and
prove that the atmospherc of cemeteries (contrary to
what has been affirmed on the score of there being few
microbes present) may be very dangerous. Thisis, indeed,
alarming, and should be a strong argument in favour of
the compulsory int-oduction of cremation, or some other
sanitary method of disposing of the dead, rather than by
burving them and eausing positive <l\n<'01' to the living.
According to M. le Bon’s theory the common practice of

visiting cemotor10< and grave-yards ought to be discouraged
as much as possible.—1%e Pwnrer, ;S(' steinber 23, 1882



