
AM ERICAS SECTION, THEOSOPKICAR SOCIETY,
Headquarter^, 144 Madisor) A ye.

G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y ’S  O F F I C E .

Cpol. O lc o t t ’s  R e v o c a t io n .
N ew  Y o r k , Oct. i, 1892.

To the Members and Branches o f T.S. in U. S. :

On the 30th of August, 1892, I received the following telegram from Col. H. 
S. Olcott:

M a d r a s , A u g u s t  30. 1SQ2.

To J u d g e , N e w  Y o r k  :

Col. H . S. O lco tt rem ain s p resid en t [of th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty ].

Notice of this revocation of his resignation of the office of President was 
immediately given by me through the newspaper press of the country. His 
official letter arrived Sep. 24th and is given hereunder with the accompanying 
circular.

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y , P r e s id e n t ’s O f f i c e , A d y a r , 21st A u g ., i 8q2.

W . Q. J u d g e , V ice-P res. T .S .

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r  :— T h e  resto ra tio n  o f m y  h ea lth  an d  oth er im p o rta n t co n sid er

atio n s in d u ce m e to  re v o k e  m y  le tte r  o f resign a tio n  of office, and  I b e g  h e re w ith  to hand 

yo u  an a d v a n c e  co p y  o f th e  E x e c u tiv e  C irc u la r  n o tify in g  th e  fa c t, w h ich  w ill a p p ea r in 

th e  S ep tem b er n u m b er o f th e  Theosophisi. Y o u  w ill k in d ly  m a k e  th e  fa c ts  k n o w n  to  th e  

A m e rica n  Section. F r a te r n a lly  Y o u rs ,

H. S. O l c o t t , p . T . S.

e x e c u t i v e  c i r c u l a r .

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y , P r e s id e n t ’s  O f f i c e , 21st A u g ., 18Q2.

In J a n u a ry  last, confined to m y  room  b y  sickn ess, lam e in  b o th  feet, u n ab le  to  m ove 
a b o u t sa v e  on cru tch es, and  y e a rn in g  fo r  re s t a fte r  m a n y  y e a rs  o f  in cessa n t w o rk , I  ca rried  
o u t a  p u rp ose  lo n g  en terta in ed  and sen t the V ic e -P re s id e n t m y  res ig n a tio n  o f th e  P re s i
den tsh ip . I should  h a v e  e x e rc ise d  m y  co n stitu tion a l r ig h t and  nam ed him  as  m y  su ccessor 
i f  I h ad  n ot b een  to ld  th a t th e  A m e rica n  and E u rop ean  S ectio n s w o u ld  not con sen t to  h a v in g  
th e  office filled  d u r in g  m y  life -tim e, th is  b ein g , th e y  th o u g h t, th e  tr u e st  com p lim en t th a t 
co u ld  be p aid  m e. Im m ed ia te ly , I  b e g a n  b u ild in g  th e  c o tta g e  a t  O o ta ca m u n d  on land 
b o u gh t, in  1888, as  a re tre a t fo r H. P. B. and  m y s e lf  in  o u r old  age.

On th e  n t h  F e b r iia ry , h o w ever, th e  fa m ilia r  v o ic e  o f m y  G u ru  ch id ed  m e fo r attem p tin g  
to re tire  b efo re  m y  tim e, asserted  th e  u n b ro k en  re lation  b etw een  H im self, H. P. B. and  m y 
self, and  b a d e  m e p rep a re  to re c e iv e  fu rth e r  an d  m ore sp ecific o rd ers b y  m essen ger, b u t 
w ith o u t n a m in g  tim e or p lace.

T h e  In d ian  Section  had, as  e a r ly  a s  F e b r u a r y  last, u n an im o u sly  a g re e d  to  recom m end 
th a t i f  I  w e re  r e a lly  com p elled  to  re t ire  th e  P re sid e n tia l office should  not b e  filled  d u rin g



m y  life -tim e , b u t m y  d u tie s  p erform ed  b y  th e  V ic e -P re s id e n t, a c tin g  as  P. T . S. N e a r ly  
a ll th e  In dian  B ran ch es an d  m ost in flu en tia l m em b ers, as  w e ll a s  th e  B ran ch es an d  ch ie f 
m em b ers in A u stra la s ia  and C eylo n , and  m a n y  in E u rop e  an d  A m e rica , w rote  to  e x p re ss  
th e ir  hope th a t I m ig h t see y e t  m y  w a y  to  re ta in in g  office, in w h ich  I h ad  g iv e n  satisfaction .

U n d er d ate  o f A p r il  20th, Mr. J u d g e  ca b le d  from  N e w  Y o rk  th a t he w a s  not th en  a b le  to  
re lin q u ish  th e  S e c re ta ry sh ip  o f th e  A m e rica n  S ectio n  and w ro te  m e, en closin g  a tran scrip t 
o f a  m essa ge  he h ad  also  re c e iv e d  fo r m e fro m  a  M a ster th a t “  i t  is  not tim e, nor rig h t, nor 
ju s t, n or w ise , nor th e  re a l w ish  o f th e  ***  th a t yo u  should g o  out, e ith e r  co rp o re a lly  or 
o ffic ia lly  ” .

T h e  C h ic a g o  C on ven tion  o f th e  A m e rica n  Section , h eld  in th e  sam e m onth, u n an im o u sly  
ad op ted  R eso lu tion s d e c la rin g  Mr. J u d g e  m y  co n stitu tion a l su ccessor an d  th e ir  ch oice, b u t 
a s k in g  m e not to  retire .

T h e  Lon don  C on ven tion  o f th e  E u rop ean  Section , h e ld  in J u ly , a lso  u n an im o u sly  d e
cla re d  its  ch oice of Mr. J u d g e  as  m y  su ccessor and  a d o p ted  co m p lim en ta ry  R eso lu tion s 
a b o u t m yse lf, b u t a b sta in e d  from  p assin g  upon th e  q u estion  o f m y  re ta in in g  office u n d er 
th e  m isap p reh en sion — h o w  ca u sed  I k n o w  not— th a t I h ad  d e fin it iv e ly  an d  fin a lly  re fu se d  to 
re v o k e  m y  J a n u a ry  le tte r  o f resign a tio n . T h e  fa c t  b e in g  th a t th e  te rm s o f m y  M a y  note 
upon th e  su b je c t  (p rinted  w ith  th e  Ju n e T heosophist) le ft  th e  q u estion  open and dep en d en t 
upon th e  co n tin gen cies o f m y  h ealth  and th e  p roo f th a t m y  re tu rn  to  office w o u ld  b e  fo r 
the b est in terest o f the S o c ie ty .

A  lo n g  re st in th e  m ou n tain s h as resto red  m y  h ealth  an d  re n e w e d  m y  m en ta l and  p h y s
ic a l v ig o r, and  th erefo re , sin ce fu rth e r  su spen se w ou ld  in ju re  th e  S o c ie ty , I h e re b y  g iv e  
n otice th a t I  re v o k e  m y  le tte r  o f res ig n a tio n  and  resu m e the a c tiv e  d u tie s  and resp on sib il
ities  o f office; and I d e c la re  W illia m  Q. J u d g e , V ic e -P re s id e n t, m y  co n stitu tion a l su ccessor 
and  e lig ib le  fo r d u ty  as  su ch  upon h is  re lin q u ish m en t o f a n y  oth er office in th e  S o c ie ty  
w h ich  he m a y  h old  at th e  tim e o f m y  d eath . H. S. OLCOTT, P .T . S.

The election of successor to the presidency having been held in all the Sec
tions, and the choice having been unanimous, there will be no new election for 
the office, but the General Council, consisting of the President and General 
Secretaries, will make the needed Constitutional alterations. The well-work
ing machinery of the Sections will go on with no change of officials, and the 
President-Founder will remain at the head of the organization till the very 
last, thus fulfilling the promise given in his resignation of never ceasing to de
vote himself to the Cause of the Society which he has so long worked for in 
season and out of season, in every land and in many climates.

W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e ,

Gen. Sec'y Am. Sec.
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